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PLANET OF THE APES

Like the film series, Planet of the Apes deals with Earth in the distant future where apes have become the
rulers of the planet and men are inferior to them. Man's seientific knowledge has all but been lost and both
apes and men live in a world not unlike mediagval times. Like the first two films in the theatrical series. a pair
of American astronauts pass through a time warp and land on the future version of the Earth where they
become hunted by the apes who rule it

In the TV series the two astronauts are Alan Virdon and Pete Burke. Their spaceship had been launched in the
year 1980 and ended up returning to Earth in the year 3085, with the pair having only aged less than a day.
Their spaceship crash-lands and they are able to salvage the ship's flight records. But, they have no means of
playing them back. The pair immediately become hunted by the apes in charge-Dr. Zaius, head of the apes
governing council and General Urko- the leader of the apes military, who makes capturing the astronauts a
personal obsession,

Virdon and Burke are befriended by a chimpanzee named Galen (played by Roddy MeDowell. who had
appeared as a different ape in the feature films). The tric embark on a quest to try and find some means of
playing back the astronauis' flight records- which may give them some clue how to remrn to their own time-
and avoid being captured by Urko and his soldiers. In other words a variation of The Fugitive.

A less-successtul spin-off of the films, which were adapted from a novel of the same name by Pierre Boulle.
An animated spin-off of the TV spin-off of the film adaptation of the novel was "Beyond the Planet of the
Apes”, on NBC from September 1975 to September 1976, Roddy McDowall has starred in numerous science
fiction shows including BATMAN and THE FANTASTIC JOURNEY. Mark Lenard is more famous for
playing Mr. Spocks father Sarck, in STAR TREK and STAR TREK: THE NEXT GENERATION. Roddy
MeDowall actually reprised his role as Galen from the Planet of the Apes films.

1974 adventure series based on the hugely successful film of the same name, with Ape star Roddy McDowall
recreating his sympathetic role as the young chimp Galen. But though essentially aimed at providing action
entertainment for a family audience, the series did retain some of the flavour of Pierre Boulle's original
allegorical novel, making a few trenchant observations on man's morality, prejudices and fears through the
creation of the ape society in which orang-utans were the ruling class, gorillas the muscle-headed enlorcers
and chimpanzees the intellectuals. This aspect of the series was not lost on the British critics who gave it their
hlessing.

It 15 the thoughtful chimp Galen who befriends the astronauts and becomes their ally in the flight from the
gorilla leader Urko. The other leading ape is the orang-utan councillor Zaius who spends much of his time
trying to moderate the excesses of Urko, Roddy McDowall and the other "ape’ actors endured gruelling three-
and-a-half hour make-up sessions 1o achieve the distinctive simian look.

Planet of the Apes premiered in Britain in October 1974 for a run that included most of the [TV network, and
the series was a great success, regularly pulling in audiences of up to 12 million. But in America it achieved a
madest 27 per cent rating - three below the required minimum - and paymasters CBS abruptly halied
production after just 14 of the scheduled 24 episodes, leaving the story hanging (literally) in mid-air. Repeat
runs on Channel Four in 1993 and Bravo in 1996,

Loosely based on the series of successful films that began with Planet of the Apes, the TV series that bears the
same name is not a continuation of the theatrical series (remember the world was destroyed in the second film)
but rather a series based on the novel of the same name by Pierre Boulle,

CBS had ordered the series due to the rating success of the theatrical films when they had aired them, The TV
series was not the ratings success that the films were and was cancelled after half a season. The following year
NBC produced an animated TV series entitled Return to the Planet of the Apes that lasted one season. The
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animated version featured three astronauts. Bill, Jeff and Judy, becoming stranded on the planet of the apes.
Their apes were a hit more technologically advanced than they were in the films or live action TV series. The
five films in the Planet of the Apes theatrical series are also included in this guide, as are the animated
adventures, Both the theatrical movies and the five episode compilations are often run on independent TV
stations one cach weeknight as part of a Planet of the Apes theme week.

The series producer was Stan Hough, executive producer was Herbert Hirschman and the make up was
created by Dan Striepeke. The series was run in the UK from the 13th October 1974 - 19th January 1975, on
London Weckend Television.

Planet of the Ape's death at the hands of CBS after only 14 episodes of the proposed 24 is another of those
regrettable commercial decisions that have so ofien blighted US and, 1o a lesser extent, British television.
However, it seems unlikely that the proposed full season would have had a resolution, in the hope that a
second batch of stories would be commissioned, so perhaps the hang-glider launch was no more disappointing
an ending than what might have followed. We shall probably never know what this would have been, but what
iz clear from the 14 completed episodes is that Planet of the Ape's format was not being overtaxed by its
producers. While the themes of pursuit, capture and escape are central to the show, these could have been
better broken up. Instead, every other episode saw the humans helping someone - human or apes - and make
new friends. Hardly the stuff of great imaginings given the show's potential,

Planet of the Apes was, and still is, an interesting show, At its best it was a well-paced, mildly thought-
proveking drama - at its worst, it put its foot firmly in its mouth and then ran for the wire. However, even at its
most graceless, the series still managed 1o mainiain high production values, especially the always-excellent
ape make-up by Dan Striepeke, and no little charm.

The TV series maintained the overall feel of the original movie, which undoubtedly helped create a strong
sense of visual identity. Not only are the costumes faithful to their big-screen counter-parts bul so is much of
the ape architecture. Perhaps the one area in which there is a divergence from the films is in the over
simplification of ape culture: its three-way fragmentation between chimps (the intellectuals), gorillas (the
bruisers) and orang-utans (the lawgivers) offers far too many chances for an internecine conflict of a tvpe that
would surely have fatally weekend ape culture before it could ever have really got started. However, without
these rifts much of the television shows' tension would have dissipated into just another version of the hunter
and the hunted.

An entire planet of the apes was wiped off the TV screen after a scant fourteen episodes. Before the series was
launched into network orbit, CBS executives believed the Planet of the Apes TV series couldn't miss. There
had already been five successful Apes motion pictures made between 1968 and 1973, When the first movie
aired on CBS m 1973, the film grabbed an astronomical 60 share in the ratings. That's when CBS decided 1o
spin off a weekJy series based on the popular films. Industry analysts predicted Planet ojthe Apes would be
one of the biggest hits of the season. TV Guide said Planet of the Apes "won't monkey atound."

The optimistic word-of~-mouth was reassuring to star Ron Harper. He had already had several TV series shot
out from under him (including 87th Precinet and Garrison's Gorillas). "Planet of the Apes was my fifth TV
series,” says Harper. "Just before the series aired, | did an interview and they said, "Well, vou've finally got
one that's gonna go. 1t can't miss.' The motion pictures made something like 160 million dollars, and
evervbody expected the series to be a shoo-in. 1 thought we were going to be for at least a couple of years. It
didn't work out that way. It was very disappointing.”

The cinematic history of Planet of the Apes began in 1968, The first film, seripted by Michael Wilson and
Rod Serling, starred Charlton Heston as an astronaut who erash-lands on a futuristic world where apes rule
and men are mute, primitive animals. The film's surprise ending revealed that the planet was Earth, two
thousand vears in the future, Mankind had destroved itself in a nuclear holocaust, and apes had risen to power,

Beneath the Planet of the Apes (1970) continued the saga with James Franciscus as an astronaut who
encounters underground human mutants and their doomsday bomb. The film ends with the H-bomb destroying
the world, However, box office receipts demanded another sequel, and Escape from the planet of the Apes
(1971) had three superintelligent chimpanzees use Heston's spaceship to travel back to Earth, 1973, The
chimps are eventually killed by paranoid humans, but they leave behind an offspring, Caesar. Caesar begins
The Conguest of the Planet of the Apes (1972}, inciting his fellow apes to rebel against mankind. The last and
least successful sequel, Battle for the Planet of the Apes (1973), dealt with the apes fighting more mutants just
after the ape takeover,

Actor Roddy McDowall, who had playved the ape Comelius in Planet and Escape, and Caesar in Conguest and
Battle, eagerly signed up to play a new chimpanzee character, Galen, for the series, One imporiani person
missing from the TV series was Arthur P Jacobs, producer of the Apes motion pictures. He was preparing an





















