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Dear Stan,

I get five mags a week, POTA, Dracula
Lives, Avengers and The Titans, favourite of
which is POTA, because of the excellent
stories of the film adaptations. After reading
Mark Farrel’s letter in POTA 68 I complete-
ly agree with him. Please, please give the
apes more space, they deserve it. 10 pages
out of 36 is just not good enough.

Rajko Smiljanic, RFO,KOF,FOOMER.
33 Speedwell Road, Edgbaston, B’ham.

Pax! Yep — we’ve heard your voice and
we’ve heard the voice of Marveldom
assembled on the subject. So we’re working
right now on a formula that could solve the
problem and bring contentment to Apes
love everywhere.

Dear Stan,

Take one of Marvel’s best writers, team
him with the most brilliant artist of all,
feature the result in a great mag, and what
have you got?

In case you don’t know, I’m referring to
‘City of Nomads’, which I consider to be
Marvel’s greatest story. The art was incred-
ible (although it did start to deteriorate in
issue 48) although the covers gave a false
impression of the content. I don’t know how
Doug dreamed up such an excellent story.
And Tom Sutton’s art was unbelievable.

I can’t say I think much of your latest
Mar-vell stories, because Gil Kane’s art is
atrocious. Perhaps he needs a stronger inker,
like Tom Sutton. Here’s a round-up of
Titans.

INHUMANS: Gone . .. but Neal Adams’
work will never be forgotten.

X-MEN: Excellent scripts by Roy, al-
though John Taitogliones’ inks are not too
good.

CAP AMERICA: Nothing special,
although I did enjoy the first five or six
stories which Kirby and Stone drew.

SHIELD: I liked John Serverin’s ‘John
Wayne’ portrayal of Nick Fury . .. but more
could be done with this strip storywise.

NAMOR: He bores me, and is the only
Marvel strip I haven’t bothered to read.

CAP MARVEL: Can’t wait for Starlin/
Milgrom’s version, so I’ll have to tolerate Gil
Kane for a while.

Oh, and here are a few ‘awards’.

BEST WRITER: Doug Moench and Gerry
Conway.

BEST ARTISTS: Tom Sutton and Jim
Mooney.

BEST STORIES: ‘City of Nomads’ and
‘Doom on Kathulos’.

Paul Donnachie, QNS.
Blair House, Edderton, By Tain,
Ross-shire, Scotland.

Well . . . a few pats on the back, a few kicks
where it hurts . . . all in all, what could well
be described as a typical Paul Donnachie
message.

Dear Mr. Lee and the Bullpen,

This is my first letter, even though I’ve
been a faithful Marvelite for six years. I am
afraid it is a letter of complaint, with a
touch of the congratulations as well.

“Planet of The Apes” is good, very good
indeed. However, the two back-up stories are
not. If we must have “Ka-Zar” please can we
have the stories from ‘“Savage Tales”, as I
think his adventures in the Hidden Land are
better than those of the concrete jungle. The
Black Panther? Sorry, the stories are terrible.
No offence meant to Mr. McGregor, whose
“Killraven™ stories are amply justified, but
the Panther is a bit too philosophical in my
opinion.

I agree with many people who believe
that the back-up stories should be science-
fiction ones. If not, why not put in
“Starlord”, “Guardians of The Galaxy”,
“Deathlok” or “Killraven”?

Finally, I would like to thank Marv
Wolfman, Archie Goodwin, Len Wein, Doug
Moench and all the “Savage Tales” team for.-
giving us twelve issues of sheer wonderment.

Philip Bryce,
3 Landsmoor Grove, Eldwick, Bingley,
W. Yorks.

We can’t disguise the fact that we’re sad-
dened by those black marks you awarded to
The Black Panther. But yours is a fair
opinion, fairly expressed, and, as such, will
receive full Bullpen consideration. But here’s
some good news for you. “‘Savage Tales”

material WILL be heading for Britain’s sand
and shingled shores!

People,

The long-awaited continuation of “Terror
On The Planet of The Apes” (12-19, 75-7) is
warmly welcomed. The first part of the saga,
which appeared just over a year ago, is all
but forgotten. In fact, I was little impressed
by the previous epics, which, tho’ drawn by
Mike Ploog, parried a variety of delineators—
which wasn’t helped any by some of the
most dreadful reproduction ever. Which put
POTA at the bottom of my favourite comics
list.

However, Ploog’s seductive style and
charcoaled embellishment of ‘“Malaguena
Beyond a Zone Forbidden™ rates, in my
eyes, as some of the most beauteous art ever
to grace the pages of a British or American
comic. The lack of colour, both here and on
the original, enhances so much as to prove
beyond doubt that B & W is beautiful.

With the proclaimed confrontation with
The Inheritors next issue, I fear we’ll learn
the secrets of the mutant drones — the
‘living machines’, as Jason called them, and
also of the Gestalt Commanders, who "in-
trigue me no end, but whom I’d prefer to be
left shrouded in their present veil of mystery.
Tho’ I suspect Doug’ll show them to be
alien invaders, rather than terra-originated
mutations. Leastways, that’s what their
moniker, ‘The Planet Inheritors’, implies.

Mike Griggs, PMM,FFF.

2 Grays Fm. House, Marshside,
Nr. Chislet, Nr. Canterbury, Kent.

We’re obliged to you, Mike, for confirming
a few guide-lines for us. We’ll get POTA to
the top of your ‘favourite comics list” yet! §
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