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e PLANET or Tue APES T

SOMEWHERE SLIGHTLY SPECIAL IN OLD SOUTH DAKOTA: HAVING NARROWLY
ESCAPED DEATH AT THE HANDS OF THE SAVAGE ASSISIMIANS, JASON FINDS HIM-
SELF REUNITED WITH ALEX AND MALAGUENA, THOUGH PAST CIRCUMSTANCES
HAVE CAST AN UNEASY PALL OVER THE RENEWED ALLIANCE. THEIR NEW FRIEND
AND GUIDE 5 LIGHTSMITH, THE PRIME ADVOCATE OF
KNOWLEDGE AND PROGRESS THROUGHOUT ALL THE
(KNOWN) WORLD. IT IS HE
WHO NOW SPEAKS...

% W 3 ;wSE nﬁw
e ) MSH'

4/ HMM...WONDER
WHY /S DIDN'T
FALL OFF...

Story: DOUG MOENCH Art: MIKE PLOOG



NOW THE WAY X FIGURE IT, THOSE FOUR HEADS \— =7 ...5COUNDRELS AND PROFLIGATE
77 REPROBATES WHOSE CRIMES
AGAINST PROGRESS WERE S0 SE-
/ VERE THAT THEIR. LIKENESSES WERE

REPRESENT THE MOST HEINOUS, ONEROUS, REPRE-
HENSIBLE, AND DESPICABLE INDIVIDUALS OF

ALL TIME .

\I

\w

OF COURSE, I

COULD BE WRONG...

CARVED INTO THIS MOUNTAIN AS AN
ETERNAL REMINDER OF THE EVIL.

//ﬂ w 7// ’w‘%
g g /&7@/ :

THEY BROUGHT DOWN ON THE
ANCIENTS AS A RESULT OF
THEIR WICKED DEEDS.

... BUT SINCE I'M THE EXPLORER
WHO D/SCOVERED THIS PHENOMENAL
ROGUES GALLERY, I'VE TAKEN THE
LIBERTY OF NAMING IT LIGHTNING
SMITH'S LOST MOUNT MUG -5465

7" THUS, IT IS
NOT ONLY MY
HOME BUT ALSO
ONE OF MY MANY
LEGACIES.

” COME ALONG,
FOLKS--IT'S RIGHT
| UP THIS WAY..

AND A CHARMING PLACE IT IS, TOO--ONCE
YOU GET PAST THE RATHER GROTESQUE

FEATURES OF THE EXTERIOR FACADE,
ANY Y

N JASON HAS ACCOMPANIED
LIGHTSMITH BECAUSE IT
WAS A QUICK WAY OF

L PURSUING THE GORILLA

HUKH--2! YOU WANT

/ _US TO CLIMB
STRAIGHT UP THE SIDE

2\ OF THIS MOUNTAIN--?!

GILBERT, YOU STAY HERE y
WITH THE WONDER WAGON
WHILE I SHOW OUR GUESTS
ARQUND THE OLD 4
HOMESTEAD.

-

| GILBERT NODS.

VERY WELL-~
T'LL LEAD THE
WAY MYSELF.

I SUPPOSE THAT
ASSISIMIAN ARROW
DIP MANAGE TO

HURT YOUR LEG

ABIT. g




EASY, _ JASON SAYS
MALAGUENA-- NOTHING
WE'VE GOT STUBBORNLY.

SEEMS LIKE GOING
HOME 15 AN ADVENTURE
_AROLIND HERE, JASE.

/ YEAH?Z WELL,
SINCE YOU LIKE
ADVENTURE SO
AUCH, YOoU CAN
GO FIRST,
ALEX.

NOW THE BEARD HERE
IS THE TICKLISH PART...
AND MAKE SURE YOU
DON'T SLIP ON THE £/P.

ALL RIGHT, FOLK5,
WE'RE ALMOST
THERE-- THIS |5
THE ENTRANCE-
TUNNEL.

JASE'LL

WATCH YoU
FROM

BEHIND.

HEY--4 WATCH OUT.
YOU'RE KICKING THAT
STUFF INTO MY--

. AGAIN JASON REFUISES TO
-COMMENT, AND ALEX WON-
DERS WHAT IT IS WHICH
HURTS HIS FRIEND--WHICH
MAKES HIM SEEK SOME
KIND OF REVENGE IN
SILENCE AND SURLINESS.

YBLESS YOU," MURMURS MALAGUENA, AND
. THE WORDS CARRY A NASAL ECHO.




REACHING THE UPPER MOUTH OF THE TUNNEL, ; § | BRILLIANT LIGHT MAGICALLY FL.
THEY FIND THAT LIGHTSMITH 1S NOWHERE TO ; i THE PLACE. = .
BE FOUND, THOUIGH HIS VOICE SOUNDS FROM ‘ : —

SOMEWHERE IN THE DARKNESS...

G o WELLE
ARE YOU READY FOR YOLIR o ; i HOW DO You
FIRST SIGHT OF MY HAPPY i : LIKE |T?
HOME AND PROGRESS :
STOCKROOM...? 3

NONE OF THE THREE
 OFFER REPLY...

[ AMAZING WHAT \
THE ANCIENTS
COULD DO WITH
PROGRESS,
ISN'T IT.

8 OF 7HE FACT.

NOW THE WAY I FIGURE IT, , ‘ WHAT'S THIS THING-- OH, THAT THING 2

THIS PLACE WAS THE LAST STUCK IN THE THAT'S JUST SOME-

REFUGE OF KNOWLEDGE AND ™ ‘ CAVE WALL...? { THING CALLED A

PROGRESS -~ THE SECRET RE- 2 ) : \ GENERATOR, 1

TREAT OF THE LAST GREAT PR o THINK... =

PROGRESS-LEADER 7 . , ' -
HIMSELF... ' : ;

3

..AFTER THE GREAT w | ; 4{'
DEATH CAME DOWN FROM = : ; 11
THE SKIES AND DESTROYED OF COURSE, v
HIS REAL HOUSE. HE HE WAS WRONG ... AND - /1T HUMS A LOT...
PROBABLY FIGURED NO ONE WOULD 'VE GOT HIS SKELETON N B ‘ / BUT THE TUNE'S
THINK TO LOOK FOR HIM HERE. THE BACK TO PROVE IT. /i PRETTY BORING.




YES, I KNOW=-BUT [T'S THE ONLY \/ I'VE TRIED MY BEST
THING I'VE GOT. THE CREATOR TO FIND A WAY OF
KNOWS HOW THE PROGRESS- GETTING MORE COM-
LEADER GOT ALL THIS STUFF FORTABLE STUFF
UP IN HERE--BLT MORE POWER UP HERE...
TO HIM AND HIS GHOST.

WHY DON'T YOU FOLKS TAKE A
SEAT ON THE COUCH? IT'S
THAT LONG BROWN THING

OVER THERE...

WELL, HERE'S TO HEALTH,
KNOWLEDGE, AND THE GLORIOUS
LIGHT OF PROGRESS.

HERE'S SOME STUFF TO DRINK. IT'S NOT
EXACTLY WATER--BUT IT SURE MAKES
YOU GIGGLE A LOT.

THANKS, LIGHTSMITH
THAT CLIMB 2Ip DRY
OUuT MY THROAT.

THIS STUFF
BURNS..

=/ I THINK MY THROAT Y
MIGHT BE BETTER s
OFF STAYING DRY.

BUT THEN AGAIN ...

SO HOW LONG DO You
FOLKS THINK YOU'LL BE
STAYING WITH ME
AND GILBERT ?

S0 YoU FIGURE YOU'LLEIND | THAT'S RIGHT!
THIS MR.BRUTUS WHERE “X” | I FOUND THIS
MARKS THE SPOT INTHE ./ MAP IN THIS OLD
CENTER OF THAT MOUNTAIN=/ ENCAMPMENT--
RING, EH...? IT MUST BE
g WHERE HE WENT.

JUST UNTIL MORNING.
I DON'T WANT TO GIVE THAT
STINKING BRUTUS ANYMORE
OF A LEAD THAN HE'S
ALREAPY &OT.

e

~ THAT'S RIGHT--1
B ALMOST FORGOT ABOUT
THIS MR.BRUTUS. MIND

A IF 1 SEE THATMAP OF
'YOURS AGAIN?

7




WELL, WE'RE RIGHT
ABOUT HERE--NOT

TOO FAR AWAY--S0
I GUESS I COULD

TAKE YOU THERE IN
THE WONDER WAGON
ONCE I RESTOCK
MY MAGIC-FUELS.

-..AND BEFORE

/ GILBERT AND I
START OUT ON OUR

NEXT SEARCH

BECAUSE HE'S
ALREADY BEEN
THERE. WE'VE
ALL BEEN

BUT WHAT ABOUT
THIS OTHER *X"2
WHAT MAKES You
80 SURE THIS MR.
BRUTUS DIDN'T
GO THERE...?

-..AND WE
ALL ALMOST
DI/ED THERE...

.-.INCLUDING BRUTUS, | .
AFTER HE FOUND ouT
HE'D BEEN DOUBLE-
CROSSED BY THE
MUTANTS.

NO, HE'D NEVER
GO BACK THERE...
NOT TO THE--

=

ANYTHING ST/RR/NG, | NO, NOT EVEN A
BREEZE. IT'S BEEN
A QUIET SHIFT...

REPORTING TO
RELIEVE YOU OF
GUARD-DUTY,
RJ \  MUTANT-DRONE

e ONA  LORBIDDEN ZONE: WHERE THE
1ABYRINTHINE CAVERNS OF THE
 INHERITORS SLOUCH INTO A PER>
 PETUAL HAZE OF PURPLE MISY...




ALL RIGHT--GET DOWN THERE
FASTS

THIS CORRIDOR i

LEADS TO THEIR
COMMANODERS...

! CHAMBER OF THE
INHERITORS.,

AND HIDE THOSE UGLY CARCASSES. & .

THREE OF YOU
WiLL ACCOMPANY

EQUIPPED WITH J!
CROSS80WS AND /.
THE REST OF ‘
YOU WILL REMAIN
HERE. IF WE HAVE
NOT RETURNED BY
DARKFALL

FORWARD...QUIETLY. AND DO
NOT FORGET THAT THESE MUTANTS
WERE ONCE HUMAN...

...AND HOW THEY HAVE

DECEIVED US. LET YOUR

MINDS BE FILLED WITH
NOTHING BUT




