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ALAN VIRDON, PETE BURKE, GALEN. A STRANGE
FRIENDSHIP ON A WORLD EVEN STRANGER -

A PLANET OF APES.
P —

ARE WE ALL OUT OF

THE ASTRONAUTS HAVE SEARCHED HIGH AND LOW
TO FIND A MEANS TO GET OUT OF THIS ERA.
TO GET BACK HOME.

WILL WE EVER

MAKE IT BACK? A

WATER? I'LL GO GET SOME
MORE FROM THE CREEK.

OUR FAMILIES, OUR FRIENDS, OUR z
WHOLE LIVES...EXISTED OVER A
THOUSAND YEARS AGO. WILL
ANYBODY EVER DISCOVER WHAT
HAPPENED TO Us?

IT'S ALMOST LIKE WE'VE PETE BURKE GOES TO THE BUT IT'S ALREADY
GOTTEN USED TO THIS LIFE, CREEK FOR WATER, SUDDENLY, Lﬁ?gg-
CONSTANTLY ON THE A REFLECTION CATCHES HIS s

RUN, LIVING WITH APES... ATTENTION.
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PETE'S BEEN GONE T0O
LONG, GALEN. THE CREEK
ISN'T THAT FAR AWAY.

WE'D BETTER
GO SEE.
s

I _

WAIT, GALEN. IF
SOMETHING'S HAPPENED TO
PETE, WE'D BETTER BE WELL

PREPARED. LET'S TAKE
ANOTHER FOOTPATH.

THE NEW PATH ALAN CHOOSES IS
MUCH LONGER. SUDDENLY, THEY

HEAR A SERIES OF VOICES. NERVOUS?

HOLD ON!
SOMEONE’S COMING!

OH, FOR GOODNESS'S
SAKE - WHY ARE YOU
HUMANS ALWAYS S0

YOU THINK THOSE
HUMANS ARE

THEY'VE GONE TO THE
CREEK. PETE HAS PROBABLY
GONE WITH THEM.
LET'S ASK THEM.

NERVOUS? A
NEAR THE CREEK, ALL HELL
BREAKS LOOSE AS A GROUP OF "ﬁi"fo"mpﬂ”ﬁﬁ :
APES ATTACKS THEM. THEY'D CAPTURE

Us AS WELL.

BUT THEY MUST HAVE
TAKEN PETE ALONG
WITH THOSE MEN!




THE APES PLACE THE MEN IN A
JAIL WAGON.

WITH THESE,
WE HAVE ENOUGH.
LET'S RETURN TO THE
PALACE.

WHAT'S THIS PALACE
THEY SPEAK OF?

| HAVE NO IDEA - | DON'T
KNOW THIS REGION.

APPARENTLY, THIS IS THE
PALACE. THEY MUST BRING
THEIR SLAVES HERE.

HE DOESN'T RECOGNIZE IT AT FIRST - IT'S THE OLD
METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE... BUT HALF DESTROYED, |
INVADED BY DEBRIS AND VEGETATION.

THROUGH CRACKS IN THE WALL, THEY SEE THAT THE
PLACE IS FILLED WITH APES.

YEAH - IT'S THE ONLY
BUILDING STILL STANDING IN
THESE PARTS... IF YOU CAN
CALL THE STATEIT'S IN
“STANDING"...

PAINTINGS BY
CHAGALL ... AN ENTIRE
WALL COVERED WITH
PAINTINGS BY
CHAGALL...




BUT NONE OF THAT MATTERS
NOW - WE HAVE TO GET PETE
OUT OF THERE.

| THINK THAT FOR
NOW, IT'S BEST 1 DO
THIS ALONE. [ SHOULD
BE ABLE TO GET INTO
THE BUILDING WITHOUT
RAISING SUSPICIONS.
LATER, YOU MIGHT
HAVE TO COME
IN AFTER ME.

j ALL RIGHT...
I DON'T SEE ANY
OTHER EXITS. _

LIKE A STRANGE CAVE MADE
UP OF ENDLESS CUBICLES.

MR
7%

I'LL TRY TO FIND WHERE

THEY HOLD THEIR NEW

SLAVES. | DON'T THINKIT
WILL BE TOO DIFFICULT.

GALEN ENTERS THE MET. THE INTERIOR LOOKS

GALEN DRAWS CLOSE TO THE IMMENSE
BUILDING. THE APES GO BY ONE AFTER
THE OTHER, EACH OCCUPIED WITH HIS
OWN THOUGHTS. NONE OF THEM
NOTICE ANYTHING UNUSUAL

ALAN HIDES HIMSELF IN THE
BUSHES NEAR THE PALACE.

I'VE GOT THE ADVANTAG
HERE. THEY'RE NOT
EXPECTING AN ATTACK.
WE MIGHT BE ABLETO
FREE PETE TONIGHT.

E

BUT, AT THAT SAME MOMENT...

WE'VE NEVER BEEN IN
THIS PLACE BEFORE. WE'LL
HAVE TO DO AN INSPECTION

OF THE LOCAL POLICE.

WELCOME TO THE PALACE, URKO_!‘

YOUR MESSENGERS INFORMED
ME OF YOUR ARRIVAL.

HMMPH. HELLO,
PREFECT KOBAL.




AT THAT MOMENT, PETE BURKE IS BEING BEATEN
AND HUMILIATED IN THE HUMAN PEN.

TO DRAW ATTENTION

TO THINK I'M JUST
ANOTHER HUMAN LIKE
Ty THE OTHERS.

A\3%

IDONTWANT 1

TO MYSELF. THEY HAVE

TAKE IT!

YOU! TAKE THIS STAFF!

WUHAT'S THIS ...
A WEAPUN?/

PETE IS FORCED TO TAKE
THE ROUGH POLE.

THE HUMAN GRASPS THE
WEAPON ... THEN RUSHES

1o HE crazy? | | AT THEAPE.
TAKE IT! HE'S ARMING )
YOU, TAKE e
ONE ALSO! THIS WILL HELP

 ME ESCAPE!

NOT TO BE USED

£
NO, THIS IS

AGAINST us!

GREAT... HE WANTS
US TO FIGHT
EACH OTHER.

THERE ARE FEW HUMAN

MY PEOPLE USE THEM
FOR ALL MENIAL TASKS.

SLAVES HERE. THAT'S STRANGE -




YES? HOW CAN
[HELP YOU?

I CANNOT FIND ANY SLAVES? You
SLAVES. WHERE ARE THEY? MEAN HUMANS?

THE APE LOOKS AT GALEN AH... | SEE. | HAD HEARD THAT
SUSPICIOUSLY. WE HAD SOME FOREIGN CITY TO URKD.
kg i THERE HAVE NEVER BEEN
AT s WoTE PROBLEMS IN MY CITY, URKO.
| HAVE ONLY JUST ARRIVED AT ARGUE WE ACCEPT THE

THE PALACE. | DO NOT YET KNOW ; AUTHORITY OF THE COUNCIL,
YOUR CUSTOMS. HMMM, | DON'T AND WE SEND OUR TAXES ON

;5 VA SUPPOSE YOU EVEN TIME.

3 KNOW WHATTHE 4o

CIRCUS IS... ﬂ C

GO DOWN THAT CORRIDOR
AND UP THE STEPS.
YOU'LL FIND IT.

KOBAL SHOWS HIS PALACE AND

| KNOW, KOBAL. WE HAVE NO
PROBLEM WITH YOU.

BUT LATELY THERE HAVE BEEN REBELLIOUS
HUMANS. SOME TIME AGO, WE TRIED TO CAPTURE
TWO OF THEM - TWO VERY SPECIAL HUMANS AND

AN APE OUTCAST WHO WALKS WITH THEM.

THAT'S VERY
STRANGE - APES
DON'T
COLLABORATE WITH
HUMANS.

HERE WE DO NOT USE
HUMANS AS SLAVES.

WE USE THEM IN
THE CIRCUS.

THAT'S RIGHT. WE TRAIN THEM TO FIGHT
EACH OTHER. THE COMPETITIONS
ARE FAMOUS IN THE WHOLE REGION...
YOU WILL HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF
OBSERVING ONE.




GALEN ARRIVES AT THE CIRCUS, IN THE
ENORMOUS LOUNGE OF THE METROPOLITAN

OPERA HOUSE, NOW A CAVERN FILLED WITH
STALAGMITES.

S0... THIS IS
THE CIRCUS.

LOOK, | DON'T WANT
TO HURT YOU. | HAVE NO
WISH TO HURT ANOTHER

HUMAN.

| WOULD USE MY KENDO
SKILLS, BUT I DON'T WANT TO

TAKE AN UNFAIR ADVANTAGE.
- ‘

WHY DO WE
HAVE TO KEEP
FIGHTING?

W
THERE'S FIGHT! FIGHT! FIGHT, AND | AH, S0
PETE. BUT WILL FEED You! THAT'S
- THE DEAL.
I'M HUNGRY!




THE BOY REACTS VIOLENTLY, NOW THAT HE KNOWS
WHAT HIS REWARD IS AND HOW TO EARN IT. PETE
SEES THAT HE'S IN A PREDICAMENT. 5 5

S0 You
SERIOUSLY
WANT TO
FIGHT?

PETE IS TRAINED IN KENDO, A JAPANESE MARTIAL ART
USING CANES.

THE YOUNG MAN FALLS DOWN. THE BLOW WAS T0O
MUCH. ;

PETE BENDS DOWN TO HELP HIS OPPONENT. THE
BOY IS NOT MUCH OF A FIGHTER.

I'M SORRY, KID. | DIDN'T
MEAN TO HIT YOU S0 HARD.

—

FEEL THE SAME WAY.

DO NOT HELP HIM! FIGHT WELL,
AND YOU WILL GET TO EAT!

FIGHT HIM!

'/PETEI

EHZDOYOU
KNOW THIS
HUMAN?

ENVOY OF THE COUNCIL!

HUH? UH, NO! I

MISTOOK HIM FOR
ANOTHER HUMAN
| ONCE KNEW.

URKOIHE
FOLLOWED Us
HERE!

Urko!
THEN PETE
14
DOOMED!

MAKE WAY FOR URKO,

@




WHAT'S THIS? YOU'RE TRAINING
b HUMAN BEINGS TO FIGHT! ISN'T THAT

: NO, URKO. JUST WAIT. SEE
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THEY
FINISH TRAINING.

Lo 8

SUDDENLY, PETE THROWS
HIMSELF AT THE BOY.
THE STICK BOBS AGAIN
AND A_E'FA;’N. { ]2

LOOK AT THAT HUMAN!
SURELY HE WILL WIN
THE GAME!

| CAN'T TELL ONE FROM THE
OTHER. ALL | SEE IS
THEIR BACKS.

PETE DELIVERS

THE LASTBLOW. |~ NOW WHERE'S )
THE BOY FALLS, THE FOOD?
DISHONORED. \\(——/

®

YES, YOU'VE
EARNED IT.




THANKS TO PETE'S STRATAGY, URKO DOESN'T SEE HEY, YOU! WHERE
ARE YOU GOING?,

HE DIDN'T NOTICE ME -

NOW’S MY CHANCE TO

SNEAK OUT OF HERE,
T0O.

VERY WELL...
PROGEED.

THEY ASKED ME TO HELP
FEED THIS HUMAN!

GALEN APPROACHES THE CELL. IN A CORNER, THE HUMANS
FEED. GALEN WALKS' CLOSER TO PETE AND SPEAKS IN A LOW

VOICE.

8 THAT WAS URKO,

» PETE.
«._Q-__._ g

YEAH,
| KNOW.
.

TOMORROW |
IS THE GREAT
TOURNAMENT. &

HE'LL
DISCOVER
YOu.

BUT A NEW OBSTACLE

BESIDES, ALAN DOESN'T KNOW STANDS IN GALEN'S

URKO IS HERE. | HAVE TO
WARN HIM.

WHERE ARE YOU
GOING? ARE YOU
ONE OF URKO's

iy '
NO,
| AM GOING
OUTSIDE THE

WE'LL HAVE TO HIDE OURSELVES
UNTIL HE GOES AWAY.

OUTSIDE THE PALACE?
DON'T YOU KNOW THAT'S PROHIBITED
HEN THE SUN GOES DOWNZ

THE SUN HAS
ALREADY GONE DOWN?
OH MY, | HADN'T
REALIZED THAT.




BY THE LAWGIVER, | HOPE
ALAN DOESN'T TRY
ANYTHING, OR ALL

WILL BE LOST.

BUT ALAN IS
SOMETHING.

L5
HORSES! y

THEY USE HORSES \ &

FOR CONSTRUCTION. |

[ KNOW JUST WHAT

THE APES HAVE RETIRED FOR ALAN VIRDON SLIPS BETWEEN
THE NIGHT. THIS IS PROBABLY A BUSHES AND DEBRIS TOWARD
GOOD OPPORTUNITY TO ENTER. | ; THE FORMER METROPOLITAN
DON'T KNOW IF THAT'S WHERE OPERA HOUSE.
GALEN IS, BUT THAT'S WHERE /8 SR
I'M GOING.

THERE MUsT
BE SOME WAY OF
ENTERING WITHOUT
BEING SEEN.

HOW IRONIC! THE BUILDING THAT
ONCE PROVIDED ENTERTAINMENT,
SPECTACLE, AND SPORT FOR THE
MASSES AGAIN HAS THE SAME
FUNCTION A THOUSAND YEARS
LATER! THE ENORMOUS LOUNGE HAS
BEEN TURNED INTO THE CIRCUS.

ﬁ/mq_

7 THE TOURNAMENT IS ABOUT

' TOBEGIN, PETE. WE HAVE
TO ESCAPE NOW, OR URKO WILL
SPOT US. BUT HOW CAN WE GET
AWAY? THIS BUILDING IS A
FORTRESS.

WELL, YOU'RE THE ONE ON THE OTHER
SIDE OF THE BARS. TRY AND FIND A
WEAPON AND GET US OUT OF HERE.




IF THEY FIND ME,
THEY'LLPUT MEIN A
CELL, T0O.

YOU THERE... STOP!
WHAT ARE YOU DOING
WITH THAT?

THE TOURNAMENT BEGINS.

AT US BEGIN WITH

WOODEN STAFFS. THAT WAY,
WE CAN ELIMINATE THE
WEAKEST AND DUMBEST
BRUTES FIRST.

O )
”)

L AND THE FIGHTERS ENTER THE
VAST ENCLOSURE, ON THEIR

i FACES BLIND DETERMINATION

| AS THEY MOVE THEIR WEAPONS |
| TO AND FRO, READY FOR THE

THAT'S INCREDIBLE. HOW DO
YOU GET THEM TO FIGHT

] IT ISN'T VERY DIFFICULT.
HUMAN BEINGS NEED LITTLE
MOTIVATION TO FIGHT. _




YES, YOU'RE RIGHT. IN FACT,

| BELIEVE THIS IS ONE OF THE

REASONS THEY HAVE NEVER
ORGANIZED AGAINST US.

A GROUP HAS EMERGED VIC TGR!OHS’ GN A F-’ELD FHLL OF QGRPS‘ES INJURED
MEN, AND BLEAKNES.S' w -
==

WE WANT
THE AWARD!

THE FEW WINNERS ARE LED TO AN ADJOINING WING.

AWARD?Z WHAT AWARD?

BUT IN REALITY... THEY WILL ONLY FIND DEATH.

WE THEN MATE THE LOSERS, FOR THEY
- DO NOT HAVE THE SPIRIT
OF REBELLION.

e
THEY HAVE
BEEN PROMISED...

THE BGEJRS' ARE CLOSED, ,4ND THE WINNING
HUMANS ARE RIDDLED WITH BULLETS.

BACK IN THE CELLS, GALEN IS ON THE VERGE OF
GIVING HIMSELF AWAY.

ONE MOMENT! | HAVE NEVER SEEN YOU
IN THE PALAGE BEFORE! WHAT WERE
w{.{ DOING WITH THAT HUMAN?

| ALREADY TOLD
YOU - | HAVE BEEN
ASSIGNED TO HIS CARE.

BRING ON MORE
FIGHTERS!

I'D BETTER CONFIRM THIS
WITH THE PREFECT!




WELL, IT DOESN'T
MATTER NOW. THIS
HUMAN HAS TO GO
OUT AND FIGHT.

THE TIME HAS COME... AND
THIS TIME, THERE WILL BE
NO SECOND CHANCE.

7\

PETE MAKES A FIST. IT'S
Z

NOW OR NEVER. a

PETE SUDDENLY RUSHES THE

=
BEHIND
you!

APE IS TAKEN OFF GUARD.

THIS REAE:TJ’GN 1S UNEXPECTED FROM A HUMAN, S0 THE

PETE AND GALEN MAKE THEIR
WAY OUT, BUT THE CORRIDORS
ARE FULL OF APES. ONLY ONE
EXIT REMAINS.

Cruerer)

L

THE EXIT TO... THE CIRCUS.

LOOK, URKO - THEY TELL
ME HERE'S A REAL
CHAMPION!

DAMMIT, THAT'S PETE
BURKE, ONE OF THE
CRIMINALS I'VE BEEN
PURSUING!




AN ENORMOUS SOUND THE VIBRATION CAUSES
RESONATES IN THE PIECES OF MASONRY TO
BECOME DETACHED. THE APES
FLEE.
™ BELLS! auru
WHO COULD MAKE x|
BELLS SOUND IN :
THIS PLACE?, S
7/_’/< J«-/
!: !-f.
q"‘ Y ?
—7
CONFUSION REIGNS. - SR
PETE, GALEN, LET'S GET OUT OF HERE! MOST OF THE o /9
| FOUND BELLS IN THE REMAINS OF THE HUMANS, THOUGH 3. \\ .
METROPOLITAN'S SOUND ROOM! LET'S GO TIRED FROM BATTLE, 2 y '
ESCAPE WITH THE dly

APES. TWO OF THEM
ARE DIFFERENT
KINDS OF HUMANS...
THEY ARE
ASTRONAUTS, BORN |
IN ANOTHER ERA.

AN ERA DOMINATED BY MANKIND. A TIME WHEN THE
CIRCUS WAS QUITE A DIFFERENT SHOW.

WE KEEP
ATTENDING THE

LET'S 60,
BEFORE URKO




FIRST THERE IS A DEAFENING RUMBLE, COMING FROM THE
BOWELS OF THE EARTH. SOME OF THE MORE PRECARIOUS
HUMAN HUTS ARE DESTROYED IN THE TREMOR.

PLANET or__
A

LIKE AN EARTHQUAKE...
BUT THERE WAS
ALSO A NOISE LIKE
MACHINERY.

I DON'T KNOW. IT SOUNDED )

LATER, IN AN AREA OF THE HUMAN VILLAGE,
THE GROUND OPENS.




FROM THE DEPTHS, A COLUMN OF FIRE SURGES.
A METALLIC CLAMOR FILLS THE AIR.

YEAH...BUT |
CAN'T BELIEVEIT!

WAS THAT...
ROCKET?

s

LET'S GO! GET TO WORK!
WORK, YOU IDLERS!
GOME ON!

KEEP WORKING, IDIOTS!

THAT WAS NOT A GOD!

IT WAS JUST AN
EXPLOSION!

THESE HUMANS
ARE BRUTES. THEY
HEAR A LOUD NOISE,
AND THEY PROSTRATE
THEMSELVES BEFORE
IT IN ADORATION!




LOWER YOUR EYES,
PETE!

THE WHIP COMES DOWN ON THE
ASTRONAUTS.

ENOUGH! GET

ALL OF THE HUMANS KNELT
BEFORE THE ROCKET... IF
YOU'D REMAINED STANDING, I8
YOU'D HAVE ATTRACTED B

ATTENTION TO US4

¢

yl:
SO IT REALLY WAS A

ROCKET! DO YOU KNOW WHAT

THIS MEANS, ALAN?

i,

[
7~ OF COURSE. IT

{

MEANS... A WAY TO
GET BACK HOME!

ALAN VIRDON AND PETE BURKE ARE ASTRONAUTS, HIDING IN A
SMALL HUMAN VILLAGE. GALEN, THEIR APE FRIEND,
PRETENDS TO BE THEIR OWNER. IT IS TRADITION,
IN THIS ERA, FOR SOME APES TO RENT OUT THEIR
SLAVES FOR COMMUNITY WORK. I

GALEN! WHAT'S WITH THE ROCKET
SHOOTING OUT OF THE GROUND?
WHO CONSTRUCTED IT? WHAT ARE
THEY USING IT FOR?

WAIT! ALLOW

ME TO CATCH MY

BREATH!
;-

| KNEW YOU'D BE INTERESTED
IN THIS. THAT'S WHY | 60T
THEM TO ENTRUST ME
WITH THE DETAILS. THIS
VILLAGE IS BUILT OVER A
HIDDEN
LABORATORY.

I 2

MY PEOPLE DO NOT SPEAK OF IT
MUCH. WHAT | DO KNOW CAME FROM
THE MOUTH OF A HUMAN CALLED
ANITRA. SHE AND A SMALL GROUP OF
HUMANS PERFORM HEAVY LABOR
IN DOWN BELOW.

YOU MEAN

UNEFGIRGUND?




THE FIRST OBSTACLE THEY
ENCOUNTER IS ANITRA HERSELF...

NO, | CANNOT JUST TELL

TAKE YOU TO THEM WE'RE
DOWN BELOW!
THEY WOULD NEW SLAVES.

KILL ME!

AT LEAST SHOW
US THE WAY IN.

THEYRE MAKING USE OF SOME CAVES THEY FOUND,
AND POSSIBLY SOME TABOO OBJECTS BURIED IN
THESE CAVES. | DONT KNOW WHAT ELSE THEYRE
DOING, OTHER
THAN IT'S BEING
DONE IN THE
NAME OF THE

> APES HAVE!

WE HAVE TO SPEAK Y NO, NO! YOU MUST NOT
WITH ANITRA AND FIND 'leq! ENTER DOWN BELOW!
OUT WHATKIND OF | IT'S A TABOO PLACE!
ROCKETS THE

YOU'LL BE PUNISHED!

FINE. JUST TELL US
WHERE ANITRA LIVES.

A CLAMOR
THE GIRL.

NO! NO, LEAVE ME
ALONE, PLEASE!

INTERRUPTS -

CAPTURE THAT
HUMAN! DON'T
LET HIM ESCAPE!

BILE! WHAT HAS STAND BACK,
HAPPENED? HUMANI THIS MAN
& HAS BROKEN A

TABOO!

THE HUNT DOES NOT LAST LONG. A
SKILLFULLY THROWN CLUB KNOCKS
THE HUMAN TO THE GROUND.

WHAT TABOO? THIS IS BILE,

THAT IS TABOO, AND IT

MY MATE!

YOUR MATE HAS BEEN
SEEN RIDING A HORSE.

WILL BE PUNISHED.

NOT TRUE!
I DIDN'T
TAKE THE
HORSE!

ENOUGH! HE | NO!PLEASE
WILL BE TAKEN | DO NOT SEPA-




TWO NEW SLAVES,
KENO. YOUR SUPERVISOR,
SOVER, NEEDS THEM,
S0 | AM TO TAKE THEM

ID BETTER CONSULT I~ you wouLD

WITHSOVER. /1" pARE QUESTION
I/ | AN ORDER FROM
| SOVER? DO YOU
| WANTTOBE
\ SENT TO WORK IN
\_DOWN BELOW?

THE PROSPECT RAISED BY ANITRA MUST
BE TERRIBLE INDEED, BECAUSE THE APE
GIVES WAY AND THE DEPTHS OF DOWN

BELOW OPEN TO ALAN AND PETE.
WHO IS TI-IE-#:I-’.E‘DI'REGTFN_L’-S 1?HE_
QOVER? , EXPERIMENTS.HE IS

k BRILLIANT, BUT HE WAS

EXPULSED FROM THE
L COUNCIL. IT WAS HE WHO
STARTED THE DEVICE THAT|
AROSE YESTERDAY FROM
THE

THE PEOPLE OF THE VILLAGE
ACTED AS IF IT WERE A GOD. ¢

=

THEY ARE GODS. | HAVE SEEN
THEM IN DOWN BELOW, AND
THEY ARE GODS. THEY ROAR,
SPEAK, MOVE AND CALL OUT,
ALL ON THEIR OWN. WHO ELSE

- _ ¢OULD DO

' THAT BUT
6ODS?

THANK YOU FOR BRINGING UsS TO
DOWN BELOW, ANITRA. WE CAN
TAKE IT FROM HERE ON OUR

OWN, AND WE'LL RESCUE
YOUR BILE.

: THANK YOU

BE CAREFUL!

EVIDENTLY, THE PLACE WAS AT
ONE TIME AN UNDERGROUND
MILITARY LABORATORY. THE

PASSING CENTURIES HAVE
TURNED MANY OF THE MACHINES
AND OBJECTS THAT WERE USED

DAILY IN VIRDON AND BURKE'S
TIME TO ROCK.

LUCKILY, THERE ARE A LOT OF
HUMANS WORKING DOWN HERE.

/ AND WE
" | HAVETO
BLEND IN,
S0 LOOK
BUSY.




GUARDING THE DOOR, KENO Is NOT I
BUYING ANITRA'S STORY.

——

THE HUMAN ANITRA MAY BE SOVER'S

FAVORITE, BUT ALL HUMANS ARE

LIARS. |

WILL SPEAK

WITH THE
PREFECT,
USING

(% THE TALKER-

. FROM-AFAR.

THE TALKER-FROM-AFAR IS NO MORE THAN A PIECE OF METAL TIED
TO A LONG WIRE THAT LEADS TO THE OFFICE OF THE PREFECT OF
THE UNDERGROUND BASE — A PRIMITIVE TELEPHONE.

BY THE LAWGIVER!
NOW WHO'S
BOTHERING ME?

HOW DARE YOU
INTERRUPT MY
WORK, YOU IDIOT?

PARDON ME, PREFECT
SOVER. | THOUGHTIT
WAS IMPORTANT.

LITTLE BY LITTLE, ALAN AND PETE MAKE THEIR WAY THROUGH THE
APES' UNDERGROUND SCIENTIFIC SECTOR.

/' THIS BUILDING HAD ANTI-
ATOMIC PROTECTION,
PETE. THAT'S WHY
S0 MANY MORE THINGS
SURVIVED INTACT THAN
IN OTHERS.

MAYBE IT BELONGED
TO NASA.

WELL, IF THERE WERE
EVER ANY PLACE IN THIS
WORLD TO FIND A
ROCKET, IT WOULD BE
THIS ONE.

THE APES

FIGURED OUT HOW
TO USEIT.

NOTHING'S IN ANY CONDITION TO
BE READABLE ANYMORE. MOST
OF THE MATERIAL IS ON MAGNETIC

THE MAGNETIC TAPES, DEFINITELY NOT.
BUT WHY NOT THE PERFORATED
CARDS? THEIR COMPLEXITY ISN'T MUCH
GREATER THAN THE ROSETTA STONE
OF EGYPT, AND CHAMPOLLION
FIGURED THAT
: ONE OuT.

TAPE AND PER-
FORATED CARDS.
THEY'D HAVE NO
WAY TO INTER-
: PRETIT.

| CHAMPOLLION Y
WASN'T AN APE.
K DON'T FORGET




SUDDENLY, THEY FIND THEM-
SELVES ALONE. THEY PASS
THROUGH A SMOOTH-WALLED
CORRIDOR, STRANGELY Z0TH
CENTURY IN DESIGN, WITH
FLUORESCENT LAMPS, EXTIN-
GUISHED, BUT STILL INTACT.
THEY COME TO THE LAST
DOOR, THE LAST GATE.

WE OFFER THE

WHAT'S GOING ON
HERE? THIS PLACE IS 5“”#%”9'%;9 As
NOT FOR HUMANS TO '
1
wg”ﬁj{,@f““' SOVER SENT US.
WE BRING
IMPORTANT

INFOR MATigE./

IT'S URGENT.

GRRRR! WAIT HERE! I'LL
CHECK WITH SOVER.

NEED.

ALAN'S TONE MUST SEEM
VERY STRANGE TO THE APE,
BECAUSE HE HESITATES
FOR JUST A MOMENT... AND
THAT IS ALL THE HUMANS

I'LL TAKE HIS RIFLE. IT MIGHT BE
USEFUL WHERE WE'RE GOING.

I'LL PUT HIS JACKET ON
AND ENTER FIRST.

MY G0D... THIS IS T0OO
GOOD TO BE TRUE.

THERE'S AT
LEAST A DOZEN
ROCKETS!




THAT'S RIGHT, HUMAN -
THEY ARE CALLED
ROCKETS. HOW DID

YOU KNOW? gt

y

.\ Vi

!If
-/
g

%, 4

&
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ALAN, PETEI DO WHAT
SOVER SAYS... HE KNOWS
THE TRUTH.

LOWER YOUR WEAPON,
FRIENDS. RATHER THAN
FIGHT, WHY DON'T WE
JOIN FORCES?

GOOD...
THE CIRCLE IS COMPLETE,
NOW THAT ANITRA
IS HERE.

WHY WOULD WE JOIN
FORCES? WE'RE

ENEMIES! SOVER PROMISED

TO LIBERATE BILE IF YOU
AGREED TO HELP HIM.
HE SAID HE HAS VAST

IDON'T LIKE ¥
THIS, ALAN.

e




HOW COULD WE HELP YOU,
SOVER? WE'RE ONLY HUMAN,

NOT YOU. | KNOW THAT You
CAME HERE IN A VEHICLE JusT
LIKE THESE. | KNOW THAT ZAlUS
WANTS TO GUARD THAT SECRET,
AND THAT URKO WANTS TO KILL
YOU. | KNOW WHAT THEY CALL
YOU. AND | KNOW THAT AN APE
IS HELPING YOU.

AFTERALL.

WELL THEN, | GUESS YOU KNOW
EVERYTHING. SO WHAT DO YOU
_ WANT FROM US?

T

1 NEED TO KNOW ™
HOW TO FIX THE
ROCKETS S0 THEY
WILL TAKE ME
TO THE STARS.

| HAVE VIOLATED MANY TABOOS
OF MY PEOPLE. FOR THEM,

INVESTIGATING THE SCIENCE OF

PAST MILLENNIA IS PROHIBITED.

THINKING ABOUT FLIGHT IS PROHIBITED.
BELIEVING IN MACHINES IS PROHIBITED.
THEY SAY THAT ANYONE WHO VIOLATES
THESE TABOOS WILL BRING DOWN
HORRIBLE, UNSPEAKABLE DEATH UPON
THE APE RACE. AND YET, | HAVE
VIOLATED THEM. WHEN | DISCOVERED
THIS CAVE FULL OF STRANGE THINGS, | .
KNEW THAT | HAD TO VIOLATE THE -
TABOOS, NO MATTER THE
CONSEQUENCES.

NOW IT'S TOO LATE FOR ME

TO TURN BACK. NOW [ WILL
VIOLATE THIS LAST TABOO -1 |
WILL ASK HUMANS FOR HELP/

VERY TOUCHING, SOVER,
BUT WHY WOULD WE
BELIEVE YOU? _

IF THE ROCKETS WORK, ONE OF
THEM WILL BE FOR YOU, SO THAT

YOU CAN RETURN TO THE PLACE

FROM WHICH YOU CAME.

IN THE ENSUING DAYS, ALAN AND PETE
REACH FOR THE SKY. EVER SINCE THEIR
SPACE SHIP ENTERED A DISTORTION IN
THE SPACE-TIME CONTINUUM - A TIME-
WARP - TRAPPING THEM SOME ONE
THOUSAND YEARS IN THE FUTURE, THEY
HAVE WAITED FOR THIS MOMENT. THEY
HAVE SEARCHED FOR A ROCKET THAT
COULD TAKE THEM BACK TO THE SAME
SPATIAL DISTORTION AND RETURN THEM
TO THEIR OWN CENTURY, THEIR OWN
HOME, THEIR OWN WORLD.

AND NOW, IRONICALLY, IT IS AN APE - ONE OF THOSE WHO
HAVE CHASED THEM FROM THE MOMENT THEY FIRST SET
FOOT ON THIS WORLD THAT NO LONGER BELONGS TO MAN -
WHO IS FINALLY HELPING THEM FULFILL THEIR DREAM.

THE DAY ARRIVES. '

WE HAVE PREPARED \ WE NEED A GUINEA-PIG...
THE ROCKETS, SOVER,
BUT WE NEED TO DO
ONE MORE TEST, JusT
TO BE SURE.

AN ANIMAL THAT CAN
TRAVELINIT TO TEST
FOR SIDE EFFECTS. IN
OUR TIME, WE USED -




ALAN SUDDENLY INTERRUPTS PETE. IN FIRST THERE IS A GREAT NOISE, MOMENTS LATER, THE GROUND

THEIR TIME, THEY USED MONKEYS! WHAT THEN THE HILLSIDE VILLAGE OPENS. THE NOSE OF A ROCKET
WOULD SOVER THINK IF HE KNEW THAT? TREMBLES. THE HUMANS LINE BURSTS THROUGH, READY TO
UP AND KNEEL IN ADORATION,
DON'T WORRY, PETE, WE'LL FIND AWED BY THE THUNDER OF

AN ANIMAL FOR THE ROCKET.
WHEN CAN WE LIFT OFF?

THE GODS.

THE ROCKET SURGES UPWARD! FAR BELOW, ALAN AND
PETE CONTROL THE INSTRUMENTS.

THIS IS LIKE DIRECTING A C
JUMBO JET WITH A SPOOL OF

THREAD. IT'S MISSING A LOT OF

NECESSARY INSTRUMENTS. &

e
~ YEAW, BUT FOR 7/

"L, How LONG? d '

)
\
|

AS THOUEGH IN ANSWER TO ALAN'S PREDICTION,
AN EXPLOSION COMES FROM HIGH ABOVE.




[ OH, NO! THE WHAT 3ol %» A SAYS YOU, SOVER, BUT IF YOU KILL
ROCKET HAPPENED? I ) US, YOU WON'T HAVE ANY
EXPLODED! /| YOU'VE FAILED! b2 f - WORKING ROCKETS. IN THE END, ALL
\\(—’ YOU WERE LYING! 1’{ {{ " YOU LOST WAS THE TEST ANIMAL YOU
LL HAVE YOU LR : PUT ON BOARD.
BEATEN TO £ i -
DEATH! TR
1§

HOLD IT,
SOVER. WE'RE
HUMANS, NOT

Mﬂ GICIANS.

OBVIOUSLY

YOU'RE HUMAN - YOU'VE

PROVED YOU DON'T KNOW
HOW TO THINK!

OH, JUST A
HUMAN -
THE ONE CALLED

BILE?YOU ORDERED A
HUMAN INSIDE THAT
ROCKET? YOU MURDERED
HIM, SOVER!

BILE!

WHAT'S THE
PROBLEM? YOU SAID IT
WAS NECESSARY TO USE
AN ANIMAL, AND THAT'S
WHAT | DID.

A HUMAN
ANIMAL, YOI

IS NOT AN
U MURDERED

ARE YOU

THAT IS MOST SIMILAR

TO APES?
WE SENT A

HUMAN, AND F
IT EXPLODED.

COME, WE'LL
A CONTINUE
WITH

f ANOTHER

WHAT BETTER GUINEA

THERE WON'T BE ANY MORE ROCKETS!
WE WON'T HELP A KILLER!

INSANE?

OF COURSE YOU'LL
PREPARE THEM, YOU
HALF-WITTED HUMAN -
DID YOU REALLY
BELIEVE | WAS NOT
PREPARED FOR SUCH
TREACHERY?




AT A SIGNAL FROM SOVER, FOUR APES RUSH INTO
THE ROOM, GRABBING ANITRA.
IF YOU DO NOT PREPARE THE
ROCKETS, ANITRA WILL ALSO
DIE. YOUR CHOICE, THOUGH I

ALREADY KNOW WHAT YOU'LL

CHOOSE, BEING A HUMAN.
| ety

DAMMIT..
| GUESS
YOu DO.

IN THE FOLLOWING DAYS, PETE AND ALAN CONTINUE
WORKING. WHAT WAS ONCE HOPE IS NOW A PUNISHMENT.
IN TIME, A TERRIBLE THOUGHT ARISES.

I'VE BEEN THINKING, PETE...
WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF THE
APES WERE TO FLY THESE
ROCKETS AND ENTER THE SAME
TIME WARP THAT WE ENTERED?

APES FROM THIS TIME...
IN OUR WORLD. WHO

KNOWS WHAT WOULD
HAPPEN?

WE CAN'T ALLOW IT. EVEN IF IT
COSTS US OUR LIVES,
TO STOP THIS.

WE HAVE

WORKING! SOME
DAY I'M GONNA -

SOME DAY, YOU'LL WHAT,
BOASTFUL HUMAN?

YELLING MY NAME LIKE THAT,
THE WHOLE PLAN WILL FAIL.

YES, AND IF YOU INSIST ON GALEN'S RIGHT,

PETE. LET'S GET
BACK TO WORK.

JUST KEEP WORKING AND
I'LL CRACK THE WHIP
OCCASIONALLY.




SOVER IS GOING TO KILL YOU AS SOON AS YOU HAVE
THE MACHINES READY. THAT'S WHY | HAD TO COME
_ RESGUE YOU.

VERY NICE,
GALEN. BUT WE
ALSO HAVETO
RESCUE ANITRA.

THATS WELL, THAT

r

IMPOSSIBLE! MAY BE THE CASE...
SOVER HAS k| BUT SINCE YOU'RE HERE,
ANITRA IN A | YOU MIGHT AS WELL
ROOM NEXT COME WITH US - WERE

TO Hig! QTILL GOING TO HELP

AT NIGHT OR IN THE DAYTIME — IN DOWN BELOW, ITS ALL THE SAME.
BY THE LIGHT OF THE TORCHES, THREE "APES” ADVANCE TOWARD

S'OFER'S'OUMRTEES_. . STOOP MORE, PETE. YOU

““Eﬂ.. MUST LOOK LIKE AN APE.

/lf/ fi‘f
i ﬂ%ﬂ//ﬁ;’&

7 CAN YOU OPEN
\__ THEDOOR?

SURE  CAN....
THESE APES |

DON'T KNOW
ABOUT LOCKS.

ALWAYS THE
SAME
STO RY...




SOVERI HOW DID
YOU KNOW?

|l

ANITRA!

WELCOME, HUMANS. WELCOME TO
YOUR LAST DOUBLE-CROSS.

| INVENTED A WIRED )
SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM. IT
INFORMED ME OF
YOUR INSANE PLAN.

ANITRA RECEIVED
HER REWARD, A
BIT BEFORE YOU.

MY GOD! YOUu
KILLED HERL ]

YOU MURDERER! YOU
. KILLED HER!

mp

CALM DOWN,
PETE!




SOVER IS ARMED, BUT
ANGER LENDS STRANGE
POWER TO THE HANDS OF
THE ASTRONAUT.
PETE'S MACE
STRIKES AGAIN
AND AGAIN,

L\__\ A ax ,(n{'(,(

THIS COULD BE
-, THEENDOFUS.

ﬁ"’v}"“\{ _{,,\.\\{(

THEY PULL PETE AWAY, BUT SOVER IS ALREADY DEAD.
€. ‘U l_lk.lt'{" A
TS IT COULD BE THE END o.f"(_

=~ EVERYTHING. LET'S 60
=~ PREPARE THE ROCKETS.
== THEY'RE SET TO EXPLODE
/‘,-} IN HALF AN HOUR. _

iae

A SURPRISING SIGHT IN THE
ROOF OF SOVER'S LAB...

WHAT'S THATZIT
LOOKS LIKE... A

YES,PETE, IT IS A WINDOW-
A WINDOW OF A BUILDING
THAT HAS BEEN SWALLOWED
UPBYAHILL.

IT'S AT LEAST SIXTY 3

FEET... BUT | THINK WE

CANDOIT.

I'LL GO FIRST. WE
APES ARE MORE

A LONG DESCENT FOLLOWS, DOWN THE
WALLS OF THE HILL-COVERED BUILDING.
GALEN HELPS PETE AND ALAN, WHO
MAKE IT DOWN SAFE AND SOUND.

EVERYBODY
DOWN! HIT THE
DIRT!




AN EARTHQUAKE. THE VILLAGE SHAKES
AND THE WALLS COLLAPSE.

THIS TIME, HOWEVER, THE HUMANS DON'T HAVE TIME TO WORSHIP ANYBODY, FOR THE ENTIRE
HILL - THAT IS, THE HILL THAT WAS ONCE A BUILDING - FLIES APART IN A THOUSAND PIECES.

THE SKY, THE STARS, WILL REMAIN UNREACHABLE TO THE APES...

AND TO THE HUMANS AS WELL.
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