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In trying to decide where on the Planet of the Apes this story should occur, |
tried to look at the others and pick somewhere away from them. | looked
around and noticed none of the stories (at that time, anyway) were set in the
south.

Well, that was my cue. So here we are in the Memphis, Tennessee of the
future. (It's only slightly coincidental that Memphis is the city of my birth.) How
did we choose Memphis? Thanks for asking...

Darren and | both wanted to set the story somewhere familiar to both of
us. | live in Mississippi (which, for those of you who don’t know geography, is
south of Tennessee), and Darren lives in the St. Louis, Missouri area, north and
west of Memphis. It just so happened that Memphis is in between where the
two of us live.

| sent Darren some photos | had of the area, and he received some
brochures and such from the Memphis Chamber of Commerce. Anyway, it
was fun throwing in things from today into the story. You'll really see some of
it in this issue.

So, what are you waiting for? Go read the book so you can write us a
letter and tell us what you think! (Think | was gonna let you off the hook for
writing letters? No way!)

Enjoy!

—Roland

Roland is also the writer of Miss Fury and Rocket Ranger, both full color mini-
series from Adventure.

Back in July of 1990, Roland and | didn't dream we'd have this much fun
working on a book together. We met for the first time at the Chicago
Comicon in 1890. | was trying to wrangle a cover assignment for Cat & Mouse
from Roland and as luck would have it we hit it off pretty well. Pretty soon the
conversation led to Malibu's fantastic success with Planet of the Apes, and we
both came to the conclusion that would be a pretty keen assignment.

Roland asks me, “Well, what kind of Ape story do you want to draw?" (or
words to that effect). | shoot back at him, “I'd like to do something with a
Road Warrior type of intensity to it.” And from there we have our little story
here.

| just finished pencilling the last page to #4 last night, October 16 for you
kids keeping score out there. Usually there's a little bit of joyous relief for an
artist when he gets to that last page, but this time was a little different. | had
a lot of fun drawing this book, more fun than usual. Roland and | have
become very good friends over the last five months and our collaboration
process was like a dream for me. And dammit, the book was coming to an
end| !*:ow granted this book is not a cure for cancer, but it was indeed kind of
special.

My thanks to Roland for bringing out the best in me and my thanks to
Tom Mason for letting me play on the Planet of the Apes. The sappy intro is
now finished. Go and read the book, kids.

Take it easy,
\_ —Darren
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