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7
Jinn and Phyllis were
spending a wonderful |

hollday, in space, as far

away as possible from
the inhabited stars.

2 —
All of a sudden an unusual
flash of light streaked
across the vold

It was a bottle made of
light-colored glass with
‘something white inside
that looked like paper -
amessagel

Jinn embarked on some
skillful maneuvers to
etrieve the bottl.

manuscript to space, It was In the year 2500 that |
not with the Intention embarked in the cosmic ship
i of saving myself, but with the Intention of reaching
to help, perhaps, to the region of space where the
avert the appalling super gigantic star Betelgeuse
scourgathatls reigns supreme.
menacing the human Our craft, which was big eno-
race, Lord have ugh to accommodate several
i pity on us! Here, faith- families, had only three
‘fully reported, Is the passengers.

account of my adventure.

5

o Professor Antell, the
7, principal organizer of

“ia”p, the enterprise.

His disciple Arthur Levain,
ayoung physician with a
great future...

and myself, Ulysse
Merou, a journalist.

English Adaptation by Neil T. Foster



Antelle Insisted first of all

on analyzing the atmosphere.

The air had the same comp-
osition as the Earth's.

We christened the

5.
The craft was not equipped
/for a landing, but this even-
tuality had been provided
for. We had at our disposal
three much smaller rocket
ines, which e called

gently and landed without a
Jolt in the middle of a plateau,

aplanet that contained, as
rs did, oceans, mountains,
forests, cultivated fields,
towns, and certainly inhab-
Hants. The forest surrounded
the clearing Iike the walls of a
fortress. Not a sound, not
2 movement disturbed it

It can't b

| anything by

3
ut water!

12 Lovain gave an excia-

‘mation of surprise and

pointed toward some-
thing In the sar

Its awoman's
footprint!




‘Antelle motioned us fo keep
quiet and appear to pay no
attention to her. She soon
showed a visible interest In
our movements _ £

As1told
you, itsa

1a. 16.The sound of Levain's
Isaw horjust above |\ voice produced a strange
us, perched on a effect on her. She recolled

rocky ledge 4 like a frightened animal,

I christened her
able to compare her appe-
arance only to that of a
brilliant star-Nova

Y She watched us afew
seconds longer, then
‘swam toward us.




20. Then her Iips curled back
and she uttered a shrll cry.
1 was unprepared for the

‘belonging to some back-
ward race?
“Even the most primitive

2. people on our planet have
‘She fled Into the forest and In alanguage,” Antelle said.
afew seconds she had disapp- “This girl cannot talk."

eared into the

23,
The next day we decided tol
return to the waterfall. The
entire way we had the Imp-
ression of being followed

Noval
This time she was not alone,
there were many others.

2,
They attacked us as we came
within sight, with an abrupt-
ness that precluded all

The men of Soror were upon
us before we could lift our
weapons to our shoulders.




26,
A mass of probing hands
stripped us of our weapons
and ammunition pouches
and threw these aside, while
others peeled off our clothes
and tore them to shreds.
Presently we found ours-
elves stark naked In the
midst of a group of men
and women encircling us
too tightly for us to escape,

4

28
We were jostled, pulled
this way and that,
finally dragged off into
the depths of the jungle.

7 Powerless, we

witnessed the

sacking of our ¢




3
1ok some time to finish my

B
As night was falling it
s i bed, closely watched by Nova,

‘seemed wiser to remain
where we were.

1awoke to a terrible din
breaking the silence of
the forest. 2

The din grew louder and |
heard the undergrowth
snapping as though ben-

ofessor Antelle's age'

e oo s
/, fight

\

grasping a ife In hs [ong hands.

37,
it was a gorillal Stood in
the posture of a hunter,




|An encounter with a gorilla
on the planet Soror wasn't \~_—
the worst part of the situat-

He 100k a step to one side

]

Levain had gone compl-
etely out of his mind. He
got up and came into full
view of the hunters.

@
| wated for the gorilla to

hand his gun to his servant

—and as he did | raced across




™ 45 1 was not the only captive, A
{'Stumbled head frstinto crowd of fugltives who had

2 wide-meshed net strot- escaped being shot had been
ched across the ground. 4 caught as | had £

3
The apes chatted together
happily in an articulate lan-
guage, and each moment

S only had o sss e attuce A}
)| o the capiive men to see that
P\ there was a flerce hatred

s,
Trucks, with the backs com-
pletely caged In, were lined

the convoy started t
move forward.




0.
Affer driving for a quarter of an
hour the convoy came to a halt
in front of an Inn.

52,
Ireallzed at once It was a
eting place for the

53, 54
The apes' policy was clearly BB\ When the meal was over, the
to look after s and presently PR, tcam leadter and his assistants

ey gt o sortaring R
o waer o o oo
‘ e wes ovolorss A /
m see Nova among my new &
P

i\ k!
%
A

“‘“




56,
A tarpaulin was stretched
over our cage and fastened
halfway down the sides,
letting in some light. Orders.
were issued; the engines.
started. | found myself trav-
eling at high speed toward
an unknown destination,
terrified by the thought of
the fresh horrors that awal-

ted me on the planet Soror. .
1 reviowed all that | had ob-

served: these apes, male 5 \
and femal, gorilas and ch Gur vehicie siowed down
mpanzees, were not I any and I saw we were nter. |
way iculous. They had ing 3 town \
never sk me s being | | -
animas in dlsguise !

nd for h

=,

L —

T examined the passers-by:

they were apes, dressed in
the same way as people

I had decided to doall |
could to establish cont-
act with these apes who
seemed to be the only
rational and civilized
beings on the planet.

. How do you do? lama
‘man from Earth,




3. T A . =
152w a new figure enter the { Good day to you, I am \}
room accompanied by the | sormy to present myself to
two warders. It was a female

chimpanzee. She came to a i a__undress. .

haltin front of my cage and F S —

began to scrutinize me.

65, )
I stretched an arm out thro-
ugh the bars, keeping my
hand open. Without taking

ward mine and placed her
hand on my wrist. She st.
roked my arm, then turned

66
Zira was the she-ape’s
name, as | presently
learned. She was the
head of the department
to which | had been br-
ought. A while later my
attention was diverted
by the arrival of some
new visitors, one of wh-
om was plainly In a high
position.

10



55

'had noticed that all the n
The apes were flabbergasted.
As for Zalus, he was completely
flustered and started pacing

up and down the corridor,
shaking his head with an air

of incredulity.

listening carefully, | was substantlally red-
managed to retain a uced when | saw the
few simple words of the woman whom science
Simian language and to had assigned as my
understand their ] : mate. It was Nova.
meaning )

they also Intended to experi-
ent with sexual selectivity?
with sexual selectivty




12



5 4
Zira took me to a park to
meet her flance.

{ Academy - Ulysse
~ an inhabitant of

&

Dr. Comelius of the

Merou,
Earth,

struck by his exceptionally
keen and Intense expression.

5.
Zira then suggested that
we visit the 200 adjoining

86.
In the section devoted to
man | saw none other than
my traveling companion,
the leader of our

expediion. 4
(

=
/m.emﬁ
I Antelle!




I shuddered at the condition
to which this leared man
had been reduced. His beha-
vior was Identical to the
other men's. | could not
doubt the evidence of my
own eyes.

i

o 5 ook iscsalg
inecongross o pad
vevara Vot miniphing
e o ot e
e secray e sovre
temoots wih sbsenat
ooa e Lonsaions
il ’

2.
The long-awaited date finally
arrived, but it was only on

the first two having been de-
Voted to theoretical debates.
1 was kept informed of the
proceedings by Zira. Zalus
had already read a lon,
report about me, presenting

‘a5 aman with particula-
tly sharp instincts but totally
devold of the capacity for
thought

0. There is nothing you
(  candoforhimatthe
o ~ moment,

Atter the congress when ) Vi

You have been recognized
and accepted as a rational




93. Zalus summarized his report and
ended by declaring that, Iike certaln
birds, | was also capable of repeating
afew words. | approached the micro-
phone and addressed the president,

by the ridiculousness of a discussion
with a man. | took advantage of this
10 go on with my speech.

>—

Tinsist that

this favor be-)
anted me,.

This produced an amazing
effect and was the signal
for an absolute uproar.

97,
I then embarked on the
account of my own adv-
ntures. | described the
means by which | had
reached the world of
Betelgeuse and landed
on the planet Soror, how
I had been captured and
locked up In a cage.
Lastly | mentioned Zira's
valuable assistance and
that of Dr. Cornelius.

5.
Zaus had Just risen from
his seat in fury and was
striding up and down the
platform. As though in a
dream, | saw the vacant
chair and collapsed into it
Afresh burst of applause,
which | barely heard before
fainting dead away, greeted
this gesture.

15
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100,
Zira and Cornellus told me
that the Grand Councll of
Soror had decided on my
immediate release.
My eyes met Zira's and |
‘saw that she had read my
thoughts.
Here, of course, she said,
you won't have Nova

We'l fit you out completely.
Here's the tailor.

103
In less than two hours he
had succeeded In making
me an acceptable sult.

104. Zira told me that things.
were not going 100 well
in her department.

Furlous at your absence,
Nova s making a great
racket. 'l go and see,
Come along if you like.

16






e
1 shall not dwell on the
sensation caused by my
presence among them. |
was the focus of all eyes.

I had to give my autograph
to a number of fans, and

a swarm of she-apes com-
peted for the honor of
having a drink of dancing
with me.

T A dmn
Srorosthe

Wi e you toking
D W

9 k Professor Antelle
7 (& o

2 57 L ‘There will be no opposition
e
|, e
/5
\ d /

\ SN gy
x5 3
< e /
TN/

18



176,
Day was breaking when we
reached the cage In which
the luckless scientist lived
like an animal.

121 professor itis |, Ulysse
Merou. We are saved. |
came here to tell you..

9. T
It did not take me long to
find my companion.

I stopped In sheer amaze-

nt. At the sound of my
Volce he had reacted In the
same way as the men of the
planet Soror. He had sudd-
enly recoiled in fear and

k away. My heart went g8

numb with horror as he
gave vent to a long drawn
out how.

19



B
Comelius was now the
sclentific head of the in-
stitute. Zalus had been
dismissed and given an-
other post. | now took
part in the scientist's re-
‘search work, no longer

Would you like to go on a
litle archeological trip with
me, Ulysse?

| 1 move slowly around the
| room, stopping In front
of each of the captives. |
| speak to them gently and
24 | patiently. | should like to

teach them to talk. This
is my great ambition.

25,
Later, at the ruins of
aburied city.

ent day. It seems like ail
our progress was based
on imitation, but imitat-
fon of whom? _

X 7

7 AT i

Perhaps we shall find the
o answer In the ruins.

20



130,
The archeologlsts have lald
bare a whole city, buried in
the sands of a desert, a city
of which nothing remains,
but ruins. Ruins which, | am
convinced, hold an extraor-
dinary secret!

The city is very, very old.
Much more than ten
thousand years old.

It talks! Comelius happent
to press the mechanism,
which is still working.

134
I realize more clearly the
reason for Cornelius' em-
otion.This doll is clothed
like a doll at home, dress-
ed with the care that a

little she-ape on Soror
would take to clothe her
ape doll, a care that she
Would never show to dress
up a human figure.

I realize. It s a human doll!

135
Our next discovery was
2 graveyard.
What about these skeletons?
) They are human!

7
P,

There was no doubt in

my mind that a human

era had preceded the
simian age.

21



115 now two months since

I visited my former compa-
nions in captivity, my fellow
humans. It is time for me to
pay a visit. Here | am again

in the room with the cages.
strange emotion makes me

pause on the threshold. |

now see these creatures in a
new light

toes. Nova Is expecting,

3 3.
1am to become a father

in the system of Betelgeuse.
1am going to have a child
on the planet Soror by a
woman for whom | feel a
great physical attraction
and sometimes even com-
passion but who has the
mind of an animal.

;)
A~

v o _a

7 Novars cage is empy.

140
Comelius greets me. | ask
him about the end of his
stay among the ruins.

that there once existed on ‘3

a2,
‘Ayoung genius with
agreat future.

Evidence discovered
by the director of the
encephalic section.

22



Taa.
TWo subjects, a man and a
‘woman were lying down on
two parallel divans.

Listen well. This man

willalk to you n the
A simian ianguage.

The man talked Iike a parrot
or a gramophone. He kept
repeating snatches of sent-
ences he had heard spoken
by the nurses and scientists.

heaved a deep sigh
and started talking in a

hat changed from

time to time, as though it

We'll get nothing more belonged to a number of

out of this chap. But different persons.

you haven't seen any-

thing yet. I've done » The apes have been multi-
ch better with the plying... Almost outnumber

‘woman, just listen.. us... Becoming arrogant.
One of them has succeeded,

147

captiviy. Her tak has an
exceptional significance.
By a combination of
physico-chemical proce-
sses | have succeeded in

Nc\p\ It's the apes! They are
led by gorillas. They have taken
‘our weapons... Their army is
upon us!

reviving a past several thou-
sands of years old.

23



50
Late one night

149,
The long-awaited event has
taken place. | was overwhe
Imed with joy but trembled
at the new danger it repres-
ents. Nova has given birth

Comnelius has many ene-
mies. He dares not proc-
laim his discovery. Zalus
is in league agalnst him.
They talk about a consp-
iracy against the simian
race and point me out as
one of the factionists.

[
R timeto g twoutd )

e cangerous or il o us

You were to be found here,

164,
There is something serious
Cornellus wants to discuss.
He has bad news for me.

He's very well, too well In
fact. He smiles. He cries
like a baby ape... and he
has begun o talk. He Is
going 1o be placed In a
Sort of fortress under the
survelllance of the orang-

182,
He's a splendid baby. He
was lying on the straw
nuzzling against his mo-
ther's breast. He looks.
like me, but he also has
Nova's beauty.

Zalus has been plotting
for some time. The Council §
believe he is more quall-
fled than | am to study W
your son who s regarded

as a danger to our race...

24



‘Some sclentist frlends of
mine have a plan to save
all three of you.

1 159. e

were going to launch an arif- Z |enough fuel, oxygen, and thecrafty - %
{ el satlite, manned by hum- y supplles o ke thomto g’ 7
\zerain ras.
N

Thel spacecat s sl obiting
} o put o through - round out panst
{ an Intensive course of

173018 1o three of them willtake the

© of the test sublects.

| 1t shouldn't be too diffcut.

| The sateliite will be placed

| on the trajectory of the craft

' and will be navigable within
certain limits.

61
1 thank Comellus with
all my heart

-

Zira's the one you oug-
htto thank he says. It's

=

to her you owe your life
and anyway it is better
that you should vanish
from this planet.

e

25
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68,

We embark n the vessel's

second launch, with a view
to landing not far from

172, ——
Phyllis and Jinn raised
their heads from th
manuscript

’
170  "Rational men? Men end-

A vehicie moves off from the e wed with a mind? Men
buildings, heading in our inspired by intelligence? o
direction, K No, that's not possible.
The truck stops fifty
yards from us. “The author has gone too

m
The driver gets out of the
vehicle... He is a gorillal

Jinn began to manipulate
the driving levers, using
his four aglle hands, while
Phyllis, 100k out her com-
pact and, In view of their
return to port, touched up
her dear lttle chimpanzee

THE END




