 FORBIDDEN
ZONE




When I was growing
up there were two
pieces of science
fiction which fasci-
nated me and every-
one I knew. One was
Star Trek. The other
was Planet Of The
Apes.

My friends and 1
were a bit young to
understand the social
and political commen-
tary present in both
shows, but we were
nonetheless seized by
their very concepts
and the possibilities
presented to us. Some
days our school
playground would be
an alien planet for us
to beam down to,
other days the
climbing bars became
holding pens for the
prisoners of talking
apes (whether we
chose to be the
humans or the apes
was a matter of
whim).

Is there some
point to this bit of
nostalgia? Not really,
but it gives me the
chance to let you
know that I enjoyed
working on this
project. Hope you
enjoy reading it.
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MNOTHING DISTURES THE SURFACE
L CREETE (b AN FORBIDEN ity 1A THE Lescer
THE CONERNT ARG Wl HAVE DEGENERATED INTD LECEND,
SO0V TO FADE ENTIRELY FROM MEMORY,

— =0y
x\’\\__/;\“_lm_ - h‘_/‘\"_‘—--q._J'

BUT THERE 15 SUCH A CITY, BoTH
FORBIPPEN AND FORBIDDING, THE
] MOANING WIND HIDING THE S0UNDS )
OF LIFE AND PAIN WITHIN THE EARTH. )
7 - 3




o \N | [N el | ‘ '?'r' | :
THE LoD OF THE FORBIDVEN CITY 16 i | /
B A JEALOUS COD) NEITHER WELLOMING |
INTRUDERS, NOR SUIFFERING THE UN-
4 FAITHEUL. A COLE), HARD GOP WHDSE

TERRIBLE GiFTZ BRING EATH AND

@ [ { LIFE T THOSE BENEATH THE SURFACE. .l Y44 , 4
\‘ L = (AKII [ 'u L
o / II
¥, Mo | . : '

[}~ conFess vour

7 [LLUSION, AND MENTAL POMINATION. ]
& CIFTS WHICH SET THESE BEINGS APART Rt il
FROM EYERY OTHER CREATUEE ON i
EAZTH. ALL THAT I REQUIRER IN
- PETURN 5 LOYALTY. TOTAL,
| UNSWERVING LOYALTY

=T it
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- ALLTHINGS
/ PROM THEBOMB, N\ {
4 IT 15 ALPHA ANDOMEGA. i
B | THROUGH |T WE ARE
MORE THAN MERELY
: ACCEPT IT, HUMAN. HAG I T NOT
\\ / MENDEZ/ACCEPT GIVEN USTHE
;. THE BOMB INTO YOUR POWER... i
i ! HEART AND&W ‘I[/’/’/
P ) YOUR HERESY/
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N-NEVER/
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Sy KOLP! 175 NOT A
N GO TG JUeT A
/ WEAPON/
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il A T I6THE umg]'l“mEE -
L S i WEAPON? DETERRENT, N =T
Y= VES AND 4 ARMAMENT OF THE
R IRIE MORE. FIRMAMENT/
X S




SILENCE! , : THE JUDGMENT OF

RUGHCENR) 7\ THI TRIBUNAL, AND wo!
 SACRIEGE! £ 7 %\\&4 THE JUDGMAENT ‘

You suamecessey <\, & '

EXPOSE YOURTRUE SELF Y/////)
{ o THE WORLD, You
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74, | B WHOTRES TO SToP
g ) :-T ME FROM LEAVING
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W A5 THE GLARDS BRING THEN '

& WEAPONG TO BEAR, THEY FEEL
A FOWERFUL MIND SIEZE
CONTR

oL OF THER ACTIoNS I FORCING THEIR BODIES TO ACT \
/| =~ / : THEM 0 AIM THEIR RIFLES
PR, o AWAY FRM THEIR INTENDED

AND TOWARD
EACH OTHER.
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15EE MENDEZ N

F 2 My MIND, HEADING SOUTH,
INTO THE HEART OF THE GRE
DESERT. HE HAS BECOME

HiS OWN EXECUTIONER.
f -—I.HE

TERIOUS WAYS, TS
WONDERS TO PERFORM.




MENDEZ TRUDEED ONWARD, AWAY
FROM Hfz HOME. AWAY FROM THE
CITY OF THE APES AWAY FZom A
LIFE OF LIES.

'

A FEW MILES FURTHER, ANPMENDEZ
DISCOVERED THE FIRST ANIMALS OF |

DAY CYCLED INTO NIGHT ONCE, THEN (IR
TWICE: YET MENDEZ CONTINUED a
MARCHING. TO STOR E
MOMENT, WAS CERTAIN DEATH.

VEN FOR A

FINALLY, NEAR COLLAFSE, HE SAWSIGNS
OF LIFE SQUAT, 5CRAGGLY PLANTS
BARELY ABLE TO EKE CUTAN EXISTANCE
IN THE HARSH DESERT CLIMATE.

THIe NEW WORL2TINY, TERRITORIAL Hi5 LAST STEPS TCOK MENDEZ TO (< TS
CREATURES WHICH BARKED THEIR THE ECGE OF A LIVING FOREST, THEN HE COLLAPSED,
PISPLEASURE AS HE FORCED HIMSELF MORE BEAUTIFUL THAN HE HAD WAITING FOR DEATH
TO STAGGER ON. EVER IMAGINED FIND HIM.
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HE LCORKEDAT IT WITH
AWE FOR A NOMENT
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SOME PISTANCE AWAY, NEAR THE
SEACOAGT, ANOTHER DISCOVERY
Wi AgoUT TO TAKE PLACE.

& YOU KNOW,
\/ JULis, 1 WigH You'D

WEWERE SENT TO
FIND NEW FARMLANDS, NOT
TO DELVE INTD SOME ANCIENT YOu CHIMPS ARE SUP-
ROSED TO LIKE LEARNING
THINGS, CONT Yol WANT TO
KNOW WHAT HAPPENED
TO OUR ANCESTORS 7

[ SAY WE SHOULD
LEARN FROMTHE PAGT.
MAYBE WE WON'T MAKE )|\ g~

METO AR/ 4

GRACE ANDWERE PUNISHED!
PRYING INTOTHE PAST IS
JUsT INVITING ANOTHER
DISASTER/
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AND LCOK AT
THIS! "MIMI-MART/*THIS
MUST HAVE BEEN SOME

SORT OF 2










INCATE OTHERS TD JOIN
YOUR LITTLE MUTINY,

DESPITE
CURRENT FOOD SHORT-
AGE, THE COUNCIL HAS
DECIDED THAT HUMANS
ARE A VALUABLE
SCIENTIFIC RESCURCE, |- .
AND PART OF THE

s <
ANIMALS! AND YOU'RE
NUTI-HNGOBUTA SILVER-
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YOUVE ALWAYS BEEN
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S ) 2., ™I (MPORTANT THINGS
3 TO DO THAN NURSE-
: MAIDING AN OLD
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e
NOW, LISTEN,
EVERYONE/ OUR LAW-
GIVER IS A VERY BUSY
APE, BUT HES CONSENTED
TOTALK WITH USTopAY.

PLEASE, CALL
=—>7 ME DOGEN, AND DON'T
APOLOGIZE. ITSTAKEN ME
SIKTVY YEARS TO FULLY AP-
PRECIATE THE VALLIE OF
YOUTHALL EXUBERANCE.

/" THANK YOU FOR
COMING, SIR. T WicH
THE LITTLE ONES WERE




, BILLY, “LONG, LONG ACO, BEFORE YOUR. [S#l]
NEpBILE S PARENTS' GRANDPARENTS WERE “"‘!‘f,
BORN, THE HUMAN RACE RULED [T
THE PLANET, EVERYONE LIVEDIN  H
HUGE CITIES MADE OF GLASS [
AND STONE. k

=

VERY IM RY
TELL. TS ALL ABDUT HOW

OUR.PEOPLE CAME TO LIVE
HERE IN PRIMACY.

“THE HUMANS BROUGHT APES
INTO THE CITIES, FIRST AG

= T F
*SOME HUMANS WERE TIZULY EVIL,

BUT OTHERS JUST DIDN'T REALIZE Sl Y :
THE PAN THEY CAUSED THEIR. 7 : — G

FELLOW PRIMATES.
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THATS R\GHT
CAESAR A4S A
CHIMPANZEE, BUT
SOON GORILLAS AND

RINED
(M 25 WELL.
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"THE APES WON THE BATILE FOR
FREEDOM, BUT HUMAN LEAPERS
DECIDED THAT IF THEY COULDN'T
RULE THE WorLy, THEY WOLILD
RUIN I1T!

B “THEY USED MISSILES CARRYING GIANT | .
SO EOMBS, AND THEY PESTROYED THE
H CITIES OF GLASS AND STONE-

— \_k
AN ~
- & :

| M "WHEN THE WAR WAS OVER, THE APES WERE |
R 4/0PE THAN FREE-THEY WERE NOWTHE
B ‘MASTERS AND HUMANS WERE SLAVES:
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THEY DID NOT KNOW, AG WE CO | 4
™ NOW, THAT TO KEEP ANY PRIMATE
A ENSLAVED 15 WRONG. i

“THEN OUR ANCESTORS FACED ANCTHER.
: FROM THE FORBIP -

ENEMY : MUTANTS
DEN CITY, THEIR MINPS AND BODIES
SCARRED BY RADIATION AND FALLOUT.

i e, et 3

“THIS TIME, THE HUMANS AND APES  [8

d JOINED TOGETHER. ACAINST A COMWVION "
FOE. THERE WERE NOMASTERS OR.  [&
SLAVES, JUST EQUALS.

ALL PRIMATES HAVE THE SAME RIGHTS
TO FREEDOM AND HAPPINESS. THEY

SWORE TO LIVE TOGETHER N
PEACE FOR ALL TIME.




“FOR ATIME, ALL WA& WELL. “THE EARTH
BEGAN TO RENEW ITSELF OUR VILLAGES
WERE SPREAD FAR AND WIPE, AND NG
ONE MISSED THE

"BUT THE
WERE &TILL WITH Us, THE FORBIDDEN
ZONE CONTINUED TO GROW AND SPREAD

WAS ENTIRELY CUT OFF. THAT WAS
ALMOST 300 YEARS pc0."

HERE IN PRIMACY,
WE HAVE PROSPERED.
NO ONE KNOWS WHAT HAP- '\
PENED TO THE PEOPLE OF THE
\ NORTH. WE PRAY THAT

“THEY FARE WELL.
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\«_, ] PELL, 1 KEEP
: N\ REMINDING YOU, MY NAME
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THERES NO NEED. \
f <O FAR NS WE CANTELL,
THE PATIENT 5 SUFFERING

Y T MEANS INE
X7/ MY WELLBEFAUING
WA, THE END OF

PRIMACY.




=\ ( BeYoWD TVie DESERT. WHAT [,
7 A DO You THINK OF THar, A
. JAEKEL? 3

& .,
11/ HAVE LET HIm LEAVE
THE CITY, ESPECIALLY
PEMYMEN

“IW= O THE POINT OF MENDEZ AND
12, MGRLE ORISR D &
UNDERSTAND: ‘

A WERD.TO KILLHIM OUTRIGHT ) 7/ 22
WOULD HAVE MATE HIM
A MARTYR.

I 4CE AND TW .
\ OF THE UNEVOLVED DREWEEE ?‘




ANY AIRTHER,
MISGIVINGS YOUD
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GOOD:. 1 HAVE A
¥ MissION FOR You AND L
YOUR ARMY. 1 WANT YU (53

=)




U\l W' ’r'!{/// /////////r " V//

AL LI

‘\\\\\\\

(24

Wy
= _ /@i o G
..AND = - .
EVERY LIVING
THING YOU  /— = 7
GEE. / RN "
3 s =
= Nl e e
\\ \ AN
X N = ¢ [
= - l_\\\‘i‘
\ \\ \1\‘\‘\\
N
< |
= )
\ \
\§ o
NEXT: DANGER ZONE



