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WARNING!!!

WARNING: The Surgeon General Has Determined That
Reading THE MONSTER TIMES May Be Dangerous io Your
Health! These monsters have been known to fell tall buildings
with a single punch, devour scores of frightened citizens in one
bite, menace multitudes and generally behave in a willful and
unlawful manner that may prove In‘#rious to your well-being. If
ou suffer from one or more the the following ills—Paranoia,
ervous Tension, Hiﬁh Blood Pressure, Low Terror Tolerance
or “the Hot Shakes"—you would be well-advised 1o think
twice, aven thrice, before purchasing! Beware—The sanity you
save may be your own! o

THE MONSTER TIMES extends its Beast
Wishes for a Happy Horror Holiday Season

bri nq you this once-in-a-lifetime -
type suitable-for-framing poster issue, to be
known here and forever after as The World's
Greatest Monsters. Sparing neither time nor

expense, we've for in ona i
lssue f deadly of Mun%'n lml

e

FIRST GIANT COLLECTORS’EDITION = ™



TﬁE MONSTER TIMES is proud to
present THE WORLD'S GREATEST
MONSTERS, a special one-time only
i) poster book featuring fantastic posters
%5 and engrossing biographies of Monster-

i@ dom’s most frightening fiends—the Best of
the Beasts, These dire depictions of
Fiendom’s Favorites are suitable for
framing, warding off unwanted visitors
and providing untold hours of fun-filled
fright and paranoia, commodities worth
. - ¥ their weight in wolfbane, especially in this
e, Eanme e g o0 o, e 2 = e ; ; ' otherwise dull day and age.

Special thanks go 1o Writer/ Editor Thomas ﬁogars without whose 5 Y , VS } ' - .
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WARNING!!!
1975 Fright
Forecast

What does the frightening future hold in -
store for us, besides war, famine and:
economic depression? Well, it's hard to’
tell. The Shadow might know, and’

were let loose. Articles on terror
topics appeared in such disparate
publications as Argosy, Gallery,
Touch, Take One, National Star,
After Dark, Playboy, The Village
Voice, Forbes and the New York
Times over the past year. And that's
not to mention the pulp paperback
revival, which we don't have space
to mention here.

Countless other eerie offerings
and events were covered by THE

lived (died?) up to our eerie
expectations, but...well...that's the
way the creature crumbles. And
whatever the 1974 fright output
lacked in overall quality, it certainly
made up in variety.

Television saw an even greater
flourishing of fright efforts. PLAN-
ET OF THE APES and KOLCHAK
(THE NIGHT STALKER) both made
it as teleseries, although the former.
is allegedly in ratings trouble at the

1974, the “Year of the Monster,"
offered a strange range of fright

s productions, encompassing the
worst moments ﬁ'“m many of our good, the bad, and the downright

lousy horror films, and other ugly. Among the types of fantasy
equal]y odd m nature : films that saw release this past year
? Z were controversial sci-fi (John Boor-
man's ZARDOZ), whimsical horror

(William Castle's SHANKS), deca-
drrector Kevm onnor and dent horror (Andy Warhol’'s FRAN-

on ace Jim Danforth, filmbooks on KENSTEIN). political :
parate efforts as BARBARELLA WEREWOL: e Aol T

ODZILLA VS. THE THING, THE PARALLAX VIEW), gentle moment. The Saturday morning MONSTER TIMES over the year, and Criswell, Jean Dixon and the Amazmg‘_

Sk 08 miilhe superheroes like the allegory (THE LITTLE PRINCE) livesup. Includéd prehistorio. nio. 2 ks ?fou can count on our reporting all Kreskin probably think they do, but we at

omics’ THUNDER AGENTS, the pulps’ “serious” sci-fi [THE TERMINAL grams like LAND OF THE LOST and g R antastic hapﬁe"F‘{”QS In the year to TMT confess to not getting all the news

E SPIDER, and TV's SUPERMAN, MAN), biood & gore (THE TEXAS. KORC: 70,000 B.C., while SHAZAM  Captain Marvel and NBC's animateq EPdm? B9 Welumsememuer:. 11 you months in advance. However, we do know

= W “ M  and 8 CHAINSAW MASSACRE), porn resurrected superheroic stalwart STAR TREK continued to spin new idn't see it in THE MONSTEB a few things you should keep an eve: out
L Ao gvies & cionce parody (FLESH GORDON), and even i SO t _.& Enterprising adventures of Captain  TIMES, then you must have seen it y P ye o

'txon_ Serials, and much, much more,
ing all our regular columns and
plq,f untold reviews, previews,
quiries into all ~manner of
: ents in the medla and

for. Films like George Pale's DOC.
SAVAGE, MAN OF BRONZE, Mel Brooks'-
YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN, THE LEGEND
OF THE WEREWOLF with Peter Cushing,
and the cinematic version of Burroughs’
THE LAND THATTIME FORGOT should all
see release in the coming year, to cite but
a few of the major movie offerings.
Beyond that, the TMT Crystal Ball refuses
o be specific, but since it hasn't stopped
glowing since we asked it what's in
sinister store, we have every reason to
believe that 1975 will be fully packed with
monsters, fiends and fantastical happen-
ings as 1974 was. There's no light in sight
at the end of the media's terror
tunnel...which sounds like good news for
all of us.

1 Kirk and crew. In addition to the  someplace else.
o series and Saturday morning
’% shows, a hefty number of made-for-

A TV movies sported themes of

* horrific or supernatural bent.

o A number of new monster-orient-
ed book titles were also published
over the past year. In addition to
the usual spate of science fiction

“r~.,novels and horror anthologies,

ghorror film books like Robert F.

Moss' KARLOFF AND COMPANY:

“\THE HORROR FILM, Edward

AijEdelson's GREAT MONSTEHS OF

;‘ #JTHE MOVIES, Richard J. Anobile's

'_',\ FRANKENSTEIN filmbook, Richard

Bojarski and Kenneth Beal's THE

FILMS OF BORIS KARLOFF, and

Arthur Lenning's THE COUNT: THE

LIFE AND FILMS OF BELA LUGOSI

monstrous mock rock opera (Brian:

DePalma’'s THE PHANTOM OF THE
PARADISE). Hammer chipped in
with films like FRANKENSTEIN
AND THE MONSTER FROM HELL
and CAPTAIN KRONOS: VAMPIRE
HUNTER, while Amicus was repre-
sented by the likes of MADHOUSE
and TALES FROM BEYOND THE
GRAVE. Godzilla made a long
awaited return appearance in Toho's
GODZILLA VS. GIGAN (not yet
released on this side of the Pacific),
and antisocial ants ‘I(PHASEIV),
vampire bats (CHOSEN SURVI-
VORS), and indescribable fiends
(MUTATIONS) also stalked across
the screen. Not all, or even most, of
the abovementioned horror efforts

t_y alike.
hy, we at TMT-ihave even gone so far
i eel is a most inspiring
p in mind throughout the
“Be Allve In "75.” Weli not
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?I?: (?ouquﬁ’thal made Unlversal s ancient The uncontested MONSTER! The Gill-Man from the Toho's Haavrweiq ht MONSTERS! The World's Foremost THE APES! Toha's favorite flying The triple-headed The Lycanthropic

tian monster, Emperor of the Apes, Mary Shell, Black Lagoon, star of Champion of the A gigantic, action- Flying Turtle and one The simian stars of the monster and loyal alien who's provided Larry Talbot, who
}L’;“Eg,';%’}c‘“w mﬁ:s %Ps kept many a whg broke a lucrative Imn?ortal Megnster, the Horrordaé:m's greatest WOrIdplhough his title filled portrait of the of the mast formidable fright film series thal creature cohort of Godgzilla with the suffered from a severe
splendor, Page 3 9 horror star under wraps Broadway contract to powerful pawn in many fish story. Page 8 hasn't been recognized entire TOhO Terror of the Japanese giants. proposed (hat the meek Godzilla & the gang tiercest oppositian the case of full moon
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Commander Taylor.

Astronaut.
He landed in a world where apes are

Marcus.

the civilized rulers and man the beast.

The fantastic first film that started 9~

LANET

THE PLANET OF THE APES proved to be one of the most popular

Head of security police.
His specialty: violence and torture.

Nova.

captured and selected for special
mating purposes.

simian series—PLANET OF THE APES (1968).

5

and influential fright films ever to lumber across the screen,
inspiring four sequels and a television series. They're the most
successful simians to surface since the days when Kong was King.

T he unparalleled success of the PLANET
OF THE APES series is truly remarkable.
There were five films in all, and now there's
even a TV show on CBS-TV. Apparently, a
lot of people like talking apes; it obviously
isn't the quality of the flicks that draws the
audiences, because they've gotten progres-
sively worse since PLANET. There are so
many errors and inconsistencies in the series
that it's really incredible that it succeeded
well enough to merit a TV show.

The opening chapter, PLANET OF THE
APES (1968), is one of the finest, and most
expensive, science-fiction films of all time,
The screenplay, written by Rod Serling and
Michael Wilson, was based on Pierre Boulle's
fine novel, MONKEY PLANET. It opened
with four astronauts in a starship. They
entered suspended animation so that they
would not age much, and trusted that they
would be near a distant planet when they
awoke. Hundred of years later, the three men

revived and found that: 1. the only female.

member of the crew was dead; 2. they had
crash-landed in water; and 3. they were on a
planet with a suitable atmosphere. After a
long trek, they found a tribe of idiotic
humans. Moments later, uniformed gorillas
on horseback attacked! One of the astronauts
was shot to death, and the others were taken
prisoner. They were put into cages, and one
of them was operated on so that he would

Geneal Urko leads ape army into battle in
BENEATH THE PLANET OF THE APES (1970).

lose his memory. The survivor—Taylor—be-
friended a palr of chimps and tried to prove
to the amazed ape society that he came from
a world of intelligent humans. His execution
was ordered, but he escaped and learned that
the mad planet he was on was Earth! An
atomic war had caused it all!

. Two years later, BENEATH THE
PLANET OF THE APES was released. This
sequel was not as good as the original flick,

but it had its merits. It began exactly where
the first one left off: at the half-buried Statue
of Liberty. Afterward, Taylor was captured
by an underground society of atomic mutants
and sentenced to death for “spying” on them.
Meanwhile, another pair of astronauts had
broken through the time barrier and landed
in the radioactive “Forbidden Zone."” One of
them died almost immediately, and the
survivor—Brent—set out for help; He met
Nova, Taylor’s mate, and followed her to Ape
City, where he was led to Cornelius and Zira.
The two chimpanzees aided him as much as
they could, and they told him where he might
find Taylor. Brent and Nova left in search of
the other spaceman, and sometime later they
were captured by the warped mutants. When
an army of apes assaulted the hidden citadel,
Nova was killed and the astronauts escaped.
After Brent was also shot, Taylor tried to
warn the apes that there was a live
Doomsday Bomb on the premises. Taylor was
also wounded, and in dying he (accidentally?)
activated the Bomb. Earth exploded!

In 1971, Cornelius, Zira and a third ape
made their ESCAPE FROM THE PLANET
OF THE APES. They had located and
repaired one of the damaged starships and
blasted off just before the world was
destroyed. They passed through a time warp
and ended up on Earth in the year 1973. At
first, they pretended to be dumb animals
because they feared what humanity would do
to them. After the third chimp was murdered
by a gorilla, though, they revealed their
intelligence and ability to speak. Once they
proved their worthiness, Cornelius and Zira
were made celebrities and given the key to
the city. As time went by, Zira became
pregnant, and it was then that a very devious
scientist used truth serum to get the full
story of the future out of her. As a result, the
chimps were imprisoned and there were

Dr. Zaius.
Only he has the power to save
or destroy the animal called man.

_hunted...caged...forced to mate by civilized apes!

The wild human animal

Brilliant scientist.

Newspapar art from BATTLE FOR THE PLANET OF
THE APES (1973).

some people in high places who wanted them
executed. Fearful of their destiny, the apes
escaped by killing a guard. This malicious
(although accidental) act made the authori-
ties order their deaths. A few days later, Zira
gave birth to a male chimp at the circus of a
man named Armando. Zira then switched her
baby for a normal, newborn chimp, and fled
with Cornelius. Shortly afterward, all three
were killed—but Zira’s baby lived!

During the following year, CONQUEST
OF THE PLANET OF THE APES was
released. It took place in the near future,
when semi-intelligent apes in various
uniforms were slaves to humans. A space
virus had killed off all small domestic
animals, and apes had replaced them in
homes. When Man learned that apes made
better servants than pets, they were forced
into a life of servitude. By this time, Caesar,
the son of Cornelius and Zira, was full-grown.
He alone, of all the apes in the world, was
able to speak in English. In addition, he
possessed a strange telepathic link with his
species. He posed as a dumb ape for a while,
but when he learned that Armando, his only

friend, had died while being interrogated by
the police, he vowed revenge against
humanity. Before long, he led the apes in full
revolt and took over a city. At movie's end,
though, he and his hairy army left in order to
plot Man's downfall.

In 1973, BATTLE FOR THE PLANET OF
THE APES was issued to theaters across the
country. The story here began soon after the
atomic war had occurred. Human and ape
survivors were living in a crude town some
miles from New York City. The leader was
Caesar, and they all respected him—but a
great deal of ill feeling existed between the
two species. To make things worse, the
mutated survivors who were living beneath
New York decided to attack the ape/human
community. After a long and bloody battle,

Roddy McDowall as Caesarin CONQUEST OF THE
PLANET OF THE APES (1972).

the mutants were wiped out and peace was
restored. The last scene showed how,
centuries in the future, ape and humans were
living together in peace and harmony.
Ridiculous, and the TV show is even worse! [
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