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The Screen: 'Marooned,' Space Film, Opens the New Ziegfeld
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O'Clock High" self. There is
one exquisitely sL~ple, loving
exchange between Crenna
and Lee G:ant, her fingers
tracing his speaking image
on a tiny screen. The other
two wives are Nancy Kovack
and Marie-tte Hartley.
There is not a note of mu-

sic in the picture, on!;y an
electronic hu.:n or beep.beep
in the strikingly photo-
graphed sequences. The dia-
logue is as blunt and honest
as the acoustics.
"You may have put a man

on the moon," a patrolman
informs the speeding Peck.
before connecting him on a
car telephone with the Presi-
dent, "but you're a menace
to the highways."
If "Marooned" falls short

as a soaring blockbuster, it
does keep both feet on the
ground.

space ship, with the desper-
ate man-and the picture-
running Jaw on oxygen.
Minus a vital, culminative

wallop, the film remains
workmanlike. LeanJy struc-
tured, crisply performed and
beautifully directed by John
Sturges, it neatly inter-
weaves human behavior and
scientific savvy.•The ,theory here, in Mayo
Simon's adaptation of the
novel by the knowledgeable
Martin Caidin, is that strato-
spheric pioneering justifies
the danger of manpower loss.
So declares Peck, as the mis-
sion commander, looking and
sounding like his, old "TWelve

John Sturges Directs
Picture Efficiently

ed by Gregory Peck (the
ground chief), David Janssen
(the rescue pilot) and Rich.
ard Crenna, James Francis-
eus and Gene Hack .•-onan (the
marooned t."io).

•It is simply not the thriller
it was intendec. to be. An
intermission-Dow reser-'ed.
seat poiicy-se .•..ers the ten.
sion and cripples t!:.e dra-
matic crescendo. Either be-
cause of or in spite of this
unstrategic break. the pic-
ture hits its real st:"ide at
the two.thirds point, with
the rescue mission launched
aDd the human dra:na al-
ready fulfilled in some effec-
tive, connecting vignettes.
Even with a story sur-

prise, the stratospheric cli-
max seems curiously anti-
septic, after a long, claus-
trophobic wait Jr..ide the
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last-minute rescue lunge. a
one-man, bu11et-like projec-
tile spurts upward. straight
through the eye of a hurri:'
cane. How's that for a cliff-
hanger-planet-hanger?
This ambitious, conscien.

tious Columbia movie is ad-
mirably intelligent all the
way, with a good cast head:
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By HOWARD THOMPSON

ITseems fitting that a hand-
some, professional and iu.

ture-minded space drama in
fine color, like "Marooned,"
should open a new jewel box
of a theater, the Ziegfeld.
And should anything be

more dramatic than the
plight of three astronauts
stranded in a malfunctioning
craft and running out of
oxygen as the rest of the
world watches? Beamed in
below, the galvanized Mis-
sion Space Center at Hous.
ton records every utterance,
twitch and gasp aloft, with
the agonized three wives at
ringside. Suddently, in a

Story Built on Perils
of Planetary Trips
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