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The Screen: ‘Marooned, Space Film, Opens the New Ziegfeld

Story Built on Perils
of Planetary Trips

By HOWARD THOMPSON

IT seems fitting that a hand-
some, professional and fu-
ture-minded space drama in
fine color, like “Marooned,”
should open & new jewel box
of a theater, the Ziegfeld,
And should anything be
more dramatic than the
plight of three astronauts
stranded in a malfuncnomng
craft and running out of
oxygen as the rest of the
world watches? Beamed in
below, the galvanized Mis-
sion Space Center at Hous-
ton records every utterance,
twitch and gasp aloft, with
the agonized three wives at
ringside. Suddently, in a
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last-minute rescue lunge, a
one-man, builet-like projec-
tile spurts upward, straight
through the eye of a hurri-
cane. How’s that for a cliff-
hanger—pianet-hanger?

This ambitious, conscien-
tious Columbia movie is ad-
mirably intelligent all the
way, with a good cast head-

1o rescue tham.
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costaring LEE GRANT-NANCY KOVACK- MARIETTE HARTLEY
Screenplay by MAYO SIMON ~ Based on the novel by MARTI CAIDIN

Praduced by M.J. FRANKGVICH + Directed by JOHN STURGES

[ Suogested for GENERAL audiences. &3>
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ed by Gregory Peck (the
ground chief), David Janssen
(the rescue pilot) and Rich-
ard Crenna, James Francis-
cus and Gene Haciman (the
marooned trio).

L]
It is simply not the thriller
it was intended to be. An
intermission—now reserved-
seat poiicy—severs the ten-
sion and cripples tbe dra-
matic crescendo. Either be-
cause of or in spite of this
unstrategic dbreak, the pic-
ture hits its real stride at
the two-thirds point, with
the rescue mission launched
and the human drama al-
ready fulfilled in some effec-
tive, connecting vignettes.
Even with a story sur-
prise, the stratospheric cli-
max seems curiously anti-
septic, after a long, claus-
trophobic wait Inside the

John Sturges Directs
Picture Efficiently

space ship, with the desper-
ate man—and the picture—
running low on oxygen.
Minus a vital, culminative
wallop, the film remains
workmanlike. Leanly struc-
tured, crisply performed and
beautifully directed by John
Sturges, it neatly inter-
weaves humar behavior and
scientific savvy.
L]

The theory here, in Mayo
Simon’s adaptation of the
novel by the knowledgeable
Martin Caidin, is that strato-
spheric pioneering justifies
the danger of manpower loss.
So declares Peck, as the mis-
sion commander, looking and
sounding like his old “Twelve

O'Clock High™ self. There is
one exqms:te‘y simple, loving
exchange between Crenna
and Lee Grant, her fingers
tracing his speaking image
on a tiny screen. The other
two wives are Nancy Kovack
and Mariétte Hartley,
ere is not a note of mu-
sic in the picture, only an
electronic hum or beep-beep
in the strikingly photo-
graphed sequences. The dia-
logue is as blunt and honest
as the acoustics.
“You may have put a man
on the moon,” a patrolman
informs the speeding Peck,

before connecting him on a |

car telephone with the Presi-
dent, “but you're a menace
to the highways.”

If “Marconed” falls short
as a soaring blockbuster, it
does keep both feet on the
ground.
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~ GALA PREMIERE TONIGHT 8 pm.
; SPECIAL GUESTS! U.S. ASTRONAUTS)

Come join the stars, The celebrities, The excitement!

* The epic adventure of Pruett, Stone, and Lloyd,
three American astronauts stranded in the hostile beauty
of space while the whole world watched and waited.
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‘Space age techoology be-
came part of the movie
house scene here with the
opening today of & new
Ziegfeld Thearter as the first
local film showcase ever
specifically built for automa-
tion,
The 1,195-seat theater is a
tanding, white brick
and black trim structure ex.
tending from 54th to S55th
Strests, just west of Aveoue
of the Americas A ma!
to be lined with trees lnd
be‘ncbe! separates it from
new v Burlingion
Indusm' Buﬂdinv.. which is
on _the aveave
The Ziegfeld, which aiso

Pt P -
prNmITMA BW m» 5% Py houses @ 500-car garage is
Lot pres 2% s the first major movi

T T 45 Sr e O Wi st erecied in the area since the

opening of Radio City Music
Hall in 1832.

Site of the Old House

e Both the Burlington Build-

ing and the 14 Theater

e L were built by Fisher Brothers

on the site of the original

T Ziegfeld Thea e ol
e M Y e, theater, opened in February

L 1927, by the late Florenz
P st e bebets iegf use his mu
sical exiravaganzas, W

wn thres vears aro.
For 11 years of 1t exmtetos
it served as & movie house.

be oper.

ated by the wme: Reads
ganization, rurcs a
Chain of 75 (heaters sround
t.hs conmry, on 8 25-year

e major feature of the
house s & computerized con-
sole, pped with closed
circait television, that enables
xts opemmrf to control eve

giec ction I e
1'hnt means that the con.
£ole operator—who is at the
b‘cf the orchestra and
visible to patrons—can open
close  the mope

(72 Now York Tines

brighten and dim the lights,
control the house temperature
and open and close doors,
among other tasks. He can
aiso change lenses and e
ulate the soum:h sysiem in the

by Irving Gershon and
interior design by John Mc-
Nama;

Walter Reade Jr,
heacs the esds Srganizas

tion, said, In announcing con-
struction plans two years
ago, “We want to perpetuats
the pame uf Flo Ziegteid at
thll locat
o said nhe other day that
3750000 was spent to equ
the interior of the theate:
Fisher, one¢ of Lhe
builders, said the company
did not yet have figures on
the cost. of construction.
Although the automation
“is complete,” according to
Mr. Reade, a staff of eight

in the projection booth,
among whom will be men
specially trained as operators
of the console, under ar.
rangements with Local 306
of the Projectionists Union.
The Ziegteld Theater's pro-
jection booth is antomated

ual Corpo-
rdtion, designers of the au-
tomated machinery. -
Advances of the space age
were evident not only in the
theater's mecmm cal funetions
but also on the screes, with
the initial attraction being
“Marooned.® a  space-age

At & preview Sunday night,
the sudicuce, which num-
bered 900, nppeared to appre-
ciate the maroon and
gold interior of the house.
‘The décor is by Mrs. Dolly
Martin Reade, wife of the
operator.
Davghter's Reaction -

Mrs. Patricia Ziegfeld Ste-
pheasan, Ziegfeld’s daughter
n.nd now a gnndmother re-

Progress s to
o nasty things to Tadition,
doesn't it?”

onginal ZieE1eld Theater.

Misy Burke, who h 85,
would bxve been here

Mrs. Stephenson,
wite o' s Loy Angelu roni.
tect, stressed that 'tr-dmon

Dﬂgy would have zpproved
of it since everythin
Ziegfeldian.” e




