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UK writer goes ape
at Dark Horse

DARK Horse's acquisition of
the licence to produce
comics based on director
Tim Burton's update of the
Planet of the Apes movie has
resulted in a dream coming
true for one British author.

lan Edginton told CT he
was one of s1x writers chosen
to submit proposals for the
film spin-offs. However, as
he explained, the project was
shrouded by secrecy and all
Dark Horse was able to tell
the writers was that the
maovie was not going to be a
remake or sequel in any way,
shape or form.

He did say that they were
told there would be some
overlaps in concepl — with a
human astronaut arriving on
an ape-world — but that how
he gets there, why heis there
and what happens 15 totally
different from evenis in the
carlier Apes films.

Sad monkey boy

“This is the point where [

. admit that I'm a sad monkey

boy,” the writer added. “I
know some people cite Srar

Wars as being their key
influence and while for me it
did play a part... the apes got
there first!

“To be given the chance
of writing FPlanet of the
Apes, albeit 20 or so0 years
later is a hoyhood dream
come true,” the writer stated.
“I guess some things arc
worth waiting for!”

Kurasowa's Ran

“Eventually,” said Edgimton,
“Dark Horse relented and let
slip tantalising nuggets of
information including saying
that the soldier Apes wear
armour and chainmail, they
have no automatic weapons,
but swords, bows and spears
instead, while humans do talk
but are considered savages.
“Then imagine all of the
above and more but with a
Tim Burton sensihility,” he
added. "After they told me
all of this, the idea for the
series popped into my head
within about five minules...
“Imagine Akira Kuraso-
wia's film Han on the Planet
ofthe Apes,” Edpinton said.

i

Above: Paco Meding's rough for a Planet of the Apes cover. Alang
with ofter comic and merchandising fe-ins, this art is fo be offered
a5 a prize in CI #134's Planet of the Apes competifion

= OINICS %PEH-%TIONAL

Abave: J. Scoff Campbel's pencited cover art o this [55U8'S Cover,
the second of Dark Horse's Planet of the Apes four-parter.

“Picture hordes ol Gorilla
cavalry and Chimp infantry
in orngte, oriental-style
armour, brandishing curved
swords, pike staffs and long
bows with baitle Nags fixed
1o their backs. Picture ape
musketmen using carly
muskel technology, thei
guns lit by fuses and mownted
an stands. Picture cannon
and mortars, their muzzles
shaped like the roaring
mouths of Gornllas and so
on. [ got the job.”
Continuing, Edginton -
who had previously writtcn
Dark Horse's Xena Warrior
Princess comic — remarked,
“There was some debate with
Fox about whether to make
the comic a prequel, scquel
or something else entirely.
Eventually, we agreed on a
sequel set several decades
after the events of the film,
with the Apeworld reeling at
the repercussions of what
happened in the movie.
“Although Ari [Helena
Bonham-Caner], Leo [Mark
Wahlberg] and baddic Thade
[Tim Roth] won't appear in
the series, they will cast a
long shadow over it," he
explained. “Attar, the Gorilla
soldier [Michael Clarke
Duncan], has an especially
poignant role to play.™

Ape politics

“In a nutshell, the series
focuses on the growing
conflict between human
insurrectionists, their ape
allies and the ape establish-
ment. In these troubled
times, we see the rise to
power of the charismatic,

Machiavellian politician
Shiva — who has seme kind
of connection to Thade —
and her determination to
save her specics at any cost,

“On the opposing side is
former senator tumed rebel
Sencca and his human
counterpart Esau,” contin-
ued the writer. “However
even here things aren’t cit
and dried as the poor.
disenfranchised humans
have an agenda of therr awn
Talk about biting the hand
that feeds you."

Fun romp

“What neither side realises
i5 that the onc with the
power to change things is the
Gorilla commander Kharim,
Attar's son,” explained
Edginton. “This isn't deep,
this 1sn't War and Peace.
it's fun. A romp. Hopefully
it'll convey some of the awe,
exciternent and enthusiasm
that the original movies
mstilled in me."

The first of Edginton's
three issucs ships on June 6.
The monthly series — drawn
by relative newcomer Paco
Medina and Cable’s Juan
Vlaseo — 15 to be issued asa
trade paperhack on July 18,
ning days prior to the US
premiere of Burton's movie.

Dark Horse has seheduled
a sccomd Planet of the
Apes trade paperhack for
release on July 18. An
adaptation of the Burton
movig, it 15 by Bufly the
Vampire Slayver editor
Scott Allie and Star Wars:
Jedi Council penciller
Davide Fabbri,
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Merchandising
Crumh

Toy News by Jim Hannah
Hot lines in fantasy merchandise

ONE of the coolest figures
o come oul in recent R
months also happens to be

one of the most exclusive
and. accordingly, ane of the
mast expensive, But all you
whao are happy to spend a hundred
smas k.l!r\- Or more on {JFLGH
Lantern power ring props ought
o lake a long look at this
Bowen Designs sculptural
maslerpiece.

The first figure in a new
serigs entitled The Girls of R.
Crumb, this fully painted 117
Catholic schoolgirl statue is a
celebration of the female form,
25 Crumb sees it

The artist has previously been
unforthcoming with  his
endorsements for figures and
merchandise for his creations,
bt this time seems happy with
ken Melton's work = to the
extent of designing brand
new artwork for the

packaging
The [gures
will retail for

5125, and are set
i be available from
April this year.

Flavour of the moth

EVER heard the one about
the human-shaped being

subject and the vicltim — the
former with glowing cyes —

Planet of the Apes
getsamakeover

WELL done, retailers
Tim El-ur{cm, just before
for being the the film's
merchandise release in
department’s July — at the
special little height of the
guy, Slespy do-or-die
Hollow, Mars cinematic
Arracks?t, SEa500,
HBarman, The Meanwhile,
Nighomare Dark Horse
Before Comics will
Christmas, publish a
Beetlefuice - series  of
his  films Planer of
blast off into the Apes
movie comics and
h . §
5;;,;::; ":g' ABOVE: the teaser poster for ﬁ;x?efsh ]'J;
s with soft Fox's summer Mﬂd{h”sjﬁf__ artis lu,:- big
toys and names, and

action figures to this day.
S0l comes as no Surprise
that this time arcund
Twentieth Century Fox is
gleefully rubbing its hands
together in the expeoct-
ation that Burton's new
Planet of the Apes film

¢ will generate a simian

¢ merchandising flurry.

. i Together with toy

manufacturer Hasbro and
speciality  marketer
Applause, the studio has
unveiled a  major
marketing push for the
only movie {(Police
Academy excepled) that
plain well ran out of sequels.

Hasbro will uaveil a line

the Busier Brown shoe
company will produce Planet
af the Apexs footwear,

Besides traditional
products such as lunch
boxes, posters, knit caps,
haseball caps. trading cards,
T-shirts and backpacks. the
Aper line will also include
plastic dioramas, funky
inflatable furniture, the
currently in-vogue mini
scooters and scooter heads,
underwesar, clocks and shower
caps. Evervthing kitsch and
Burton, in fact.

The success of this movie
will dictate whether we will
get the first-ever remake of
a sequel. Meantime, get your

- MOORE Action alictibles has
anmmﬁmﬂaﬂuﬂ}rm

: Himpm! aheyertigues fora Map

 release The new additicn is.

| ol werewoif

 'WONDER Womin and her
igemage counterpart, Woncer

i, arefigures of fun from OC

& Hlmﬂhhﬂmgﬁ Wonder

;reﬂp'm' I sell lmmmﬁ

t]EFIJEh’- Mﬂﬂlmpgﬂ 'ln
n:tliar squAn2 figures 10 -
ramm dseuipled Bead; arm
i Lsmuhe firststartobe
*immartalised in this way, wilh
- three figures ol him Lo be
_ralezged in Jure. Thees 2

with bright red eyes, capable
of Nying at 100 mph? Well,
that’s enough about the
aftermath of CI staff
parties.

Mevermare Creations has
announced a line of toys
hased on urban myth, alicn
sightings and folklore,

The series, entitled
Legendary Mansters, will be
based on victim accounts of
mizarre occurrences and
worrying encounters. Each
pack will contain the weird

and beth with multiple
points of articulation. A
diorama basc will also be
provided together with the
story from whence it came.

The initial line will
contain Chupacabra, Moth-
man, Missouri Monster

{Moma), and The Jersey
Devil. A fallow up series will
present Dover Demon, The
Yeu. Flattwoods Monsters,
and the Loveland Frogmen.

Look out for these fipures

of action figures and umbrellas wp, the next :_;ﬂmwrlfmmﬁﬂgr!]'ﬂﬂ'ayﬂn
collectable toys this month,  burstin® Burton is on the m"mm,mﬁ]mﬁﬁmﬁf:
and wi]]I ship them (o launchpad. &mr&yﬁurse!?ﬁ’r}'ifﬂ
.“HE{itﬁﬁene Evangedionis s
EI a n“ I“ e ngg“  thelitest Jagaaese comiclo
catchithe [oyimakers’ ege. |
B :t{nj-;ufnhas released tietail
can i .1 H of
SIDESHOW Toys has ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁm}}?

announced an addinon Lo s
127 doll ling in the form of
the Wall Man, as portrayed
by Lon Chaney Ir, in the
19308 Universal flicks. |

Chaney lent a memarahle

 auallabie in her pilat costume
i w atte‘rhameleatﬁﬂmﬂtﬁe
Angels. Eﬂl}lmmﬂ?g

Mmssamﬂniumkmw' :
- Jackie Eslacagy, fas been

this coming autumn.

ABOVE: A CI stalf writer searchas far a lafa-night bar without
a dress code an Finchiay High Straef.

:  aculpted by Mnare Greation
tragic quality to his character -~ intethe farmoaf 2 hist:The
= an aspect which sculptor * phamacter from Top Cow's The
Oluf W. Hartvigson has & ﬂfmms:mms}mlmn

taken pains lo recreate.

The likeness has been
developed with photograph
and film archives, and with
the support of the Chaney
cslate,

The end result is a 127
figure, with aver 20 points
of articulation, packaged in
a full colour display box that
features a reproduction af
the original Wolf Man
movie poster. The doll is
dressed in highly detailed and
fitted clothing, and features
4 points of articulation.

Accessories include a

Above: Walf Man in his 18305
Lon Chaney incarnation,

vicious wolf trap and log base.

Also arriving shortly
from Sideshow’s B-movie
horror- circwit isoan 8"
translucent plastic Creature
from the Black Lagoon. The
action figure, which again
draws on a mavie design
classic, will retail for 51499,

f[ﬁpnla mmﬁh-»alrm&m;z' anl}
.re‘tadlslnr 539 95 ; :

?HFHEIFim ol lallung 5
 Simpsans characlers has flast
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I-Bume: it-n End Sorachy.
néy WiggumBatly
b am} [m:‘nds&ﬁepe: h'i'ulllt Aa’ .

5 Waves, fhis
buq HFGH £an lU!hB»

Id-diorama -
.*.Et- Hejﬂﬂ [rite is §E.50 Also
. availzble are twa mare of the
_t bmractmﬂ[uumas althe -
£ Boul: - Rama fwith Fin [-wau}
; mdmﬁcnmlcshup tm!.h-[?ﬂmlc
- Buah Guy}, ot $23 B9 each.
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Three decades of Ape comics

An overview of Planet of the Apes movie adaptations and comics spin-offs
as Dark Horse begins over, thanks to Tim Burton's update of 1968 classic

THE CULT phenomenon
that became Planer of the
Apes began not in 1968 with
the Charlton Heston movie,
but five years earlier with the
1963 publication of La
Plarete des Singes (or
Monkey Planet).

The best-known science
fiction nmovel by French
author Pierre Boulle - who
also wrote Bridge Over the
River Kwai — it was set on
another world where apes
had evolved above humans
rather than the post-
apocalyptic foture Earth
depicted in the first film

Beneath
adaptation

However, despite the huge
success of Planerof the Apes
~which spawned four sequels
and a one-season TV series
T1974] = it was potl watl
1970 that the franchise
mwoved Into comizs.

Tha: was the vear when
Cold Kev published an
adaptation of the first seguel,
Heneath the Planet of the
Apes. Even then. the one-
shot, drawn by famed Italian
arnist Alberto (Star Trek)
Grolitti, followed almost a
full year after its source
material which had been
released in 1969,

Marvel magazine

Anather five years elapsed
before the Apes returned to
COMmics.

In 1973, Stan Lee had

decided that Marve! should
publish & line of black and
white magazines. Although
it kicked off with horsor
ritles = Dracula Lives.
Tales of the Zombie and
Vampire Tales - the line
expended in 1974, adding
mare variety, These included
a leap on the Bruce Les-
fuelled martial aris band
wagan with Deadlv Hands
of Kung Fu and teing-in
with the premiere of the TV
Planet of the Apes series.

Marvel launched the
series with an adapiation of
the original movie, Drawn
by George Tuska, this ran
across the first six issues with
the four sequels following:
Beneath the Planet of the
Apes [#7-11), Escape from
rhe Planer of the Apes [#12-
16], Conguest af the Plane!

of the Apes [#17-21] and
Bartle for the Planer of the
Apes [#23.26]

Various artists handled
the first sequel, while Rico
Rival drew the third film and
Alfredo Alcala the final two

The adaptations of the
first two movies were alsa
published in colour across
the 11 issues of Adventures
on the Planet of the Apes,
& reprint title launched by
Marvel in 1975,

Ape Chronicles

All five movies were adapted
by Doug Maench who also
created two new sirips for
the title

The first of these, Terror
on the Planet of the Apes,
began by adhering clozely o
the milieu established by the

N

Prctured above are scangs from director Tim Burton's Planet of the Apas which premreres in the LS

sruuly 27 andin the LI on August 17. The movie begins in the year 2029, aboard USAF Space Station
D.':le.'on. in desp space. The fim stars Mark Wahlbeng a5 American astronaut Major Leo Davidson;
meiens Bonham-Carter a5 An - & famale chimpanzee and a human rights advocate - and Tim Aoth
25 Thade, the wilimate warriorn, general of the Ape Army.

onginal movie and its sequel,
also the setting of the TV
show. The series ran in #1-
4.6, 8 11,13, 14 and 19 -
all drivwn by Mike Ploog - as
well as in #20. 23 and 26.28.
Working with artist Tom
Sutton, Moench also created
The Chromicles of the Flanet
af the Aper which featured in
#12. 1517, 24 and 29,

Incognito Apes

Shortly after the monthly
magazine launched, Marvel
UK began its own Planet of
the Apes title

Eating through monthlies,
the black and white 36 page
weekly backed up the US-
originated material with
unrelated 3F strips, including
Ka-Zar. Gellivar Jones and
Wirrlock

But the Apes material
still ran out rapidly, resulting
in the unigue jdea of running
such non-simian strips as
Killraven = War of the Worlds
with character beads redrawn
to become apes! -

Despite this, the 1974-
launched weekly lasted until
1977 - an impressive total
of 123 issues — before its
content was merged into
Mighty World of Marvel

UK Ape fans were also
able to look forward to
celebrating Christmas 1975
with an all-original Planet
of the Apes Annual

Published by Warner Bros'
Brown Watson division, the
hardcover contained 1ext
and phote features based
around the TV series as well
as carly arl by John Bolion.

Adventure's Apes

After Marvel s titles folded,
Planet of the Apes comics
disappeared from the racks
until 1% when Adventure
—a Malibu Comics imprint -
acquired the license.
Launching with a comic
that lasted 24 issucs - until
1992 - the black and while
line also encompassed a one
shot prequel to the first film
as well as three miniseries.
Cne of these collected the
Moench/Ploog Terrar on the
Flaner of the Apes from the
Marvel monthly.
Adventure also issued
three  trade  paperbacks
which reprinted Marvel's
adapration of Planer of the
Apes and its first two scqucls.

Planeiofthe Apes
comics checklist

Banasth the Planat of the .Ipll
Gt Key, 1970 She scaroe US -
or-shol mie a:mpsﬁw R

Planet of the Apss (Marval US,

1BT4-TT] EL amm u'riu ;
Plart of the Apeu [}
TBTAIT] #5125
wheta

colour
Planat of the Apes Anniual
B fawn-Watson, mﬂmmﬁ j



